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OBJECTION NUMBER TWO ANSWERED 


This month we tackle Objection Number Two—“no one 
is able to go.” It is true that people are busy. Young 
people are no exception to this general rule. 

Those in school work in the summer in order to help 
with the costs of living and securing an education. Others 
go to school in order to get ahead faster in their studies. 
Still others plan something different for their summer— 
camping, or traveling, or long-distance hiking and biking. 
Some go away with parents for the summer, Summer is 
a busy time for all, but... 

Since the convention of The Luther League of America 
will not come until August 15-19, it would seem that 
many, many of our young people could get into this sum- 
mer that which they must as well as a trip to the great- 
est convention of youth ever held in our Church. 

Let’s see still further. Those who must work for a good 
part of the summer usually so arrange their work that they 
may have some time for a little vacation. No greater 
vacation for a short time could be had than will be pos- 
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sible at the Roanoke Convention. The dates are just right. 
It is probable, too, that if one had to work longer, that he 
could get off for a week for this purpose and return to his 
job afterwards to complete the summer. Since he already 
would have been working from 8 to 10 weeks, it is pos- 
sible for him to have saved enough to supplement his 
previous savings amply to attend the Roanoke Convention. 
If one must go to school, his school will likely be over 
by that time. Even the second quarter of a college sum- 
mer term would be almost over. A trip to Roanoke would 
be a fitting climax of summer experiences for those who 
like to travel. To those who hie themselves with parents 
or other relatives to mountains, lake, or shore for the 
whole summer, Roanoke would be a glorious interlude. 
Act now! Approach one or two suitable young people 
with a view to encouraging them to come to Roanoke, 
Virginia, August 15-19, for the greatest of all youth con- 
ventions in our history. Get in your bid early! The youth 
of each congregation may have one delegate at Roanoke 
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Tulip Time In The Park 


It’s tulip time in the park. It may not be 
in the park in your community at this time. 
Your tulip time may have passed or it may 
not yet have come. But almost any time in 
the spring in the North Temperate Zone it 
is tulip time in the park in some towns and 
cities. And what a beautiful sight it is! 

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever’, wrote 
Keats the poet. While beauty in flowering 
plants and shrubs is a seasonal matter, a 


photographer (like the one who made our’ 


cover picture) with his camera may capture 
the beauty of a scene and make a near-per- 
manent record of it for our contemplation 
at any time. 

In a parade of strikers at Lawrence, Mas- 
sachusetts, some time ago some young girls 
carried a banner inscribed, “We want Bread 
and Roses, too!” Beauty is also essential to 
our lives if they are not to become sordid. 
We all need both bread and beauty. Bread 
represents but the subsistence level of liv- 
ing, and we need more—we need bread and 
beauty. We must have them both if we are 
to live up to the stature of our calling as 
humans—for “we are the sons of God.” 

Parks the world around provide the op- 
portunity for all people, however plain or 
poor, to enjoy the beauty of Nature. This is 
indeed our Father’s world, and it is His joy 
to share it with us. The beauty of His crea- 
tion is for all to enjoy without cost. 


But there is a beauty greater than that in 
Nature for want of which the soul of man 
will languish and die—the beauty of the 
Lord, to behold which is the soul’s supreme 
joy. He is “the rose of Sharon, the lily of 
the valleys.” He is the “chiefest among ten 
thousand”, the “one altogether lovely”, our 
“beautiful Saviour.” That beauty, too, is 
always available for the people of God. It 
is not seasonal, but it is as free as beauty 
in the park. That beauty men must have if 
they would truly live. 

We Lutherans have labored together to 
make sure that our brethren on the Contti- 
nent and in Asia, victimized by a disastrous 
war, have had both bread and beauty—not 
one without the other. They have needed 
bread to sustain their physical bodies, and 
we have cheerfully given them that. They 
have needed the vision and virtue of God, 
and we have sought to provide them the 
spiritual ministries by means of which they 
might have the faith and the courage to 
carry on. Lutheran World Relief and Luth- 
eran World Action have been love’s strong 
arms of help. We must keep those arms 
strong and helpful. We must not love less 
as time wears on, but we must love more 
that we may not become weary in well- 
doing and faint in our deeds of loving serv- 
ice. Lutheran World Action calls. Give gen- 
erously! Give now! 
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Chapel of the Monte Flores Training School for 
Kindergarten Workers, built by The Luther League of 
America in 1932, now used as the home of a pros- 
perous congregation. : é 


A visit to the Caribbean was never on my list of 
places I hoped to see someday, but I am recommending 
that you put such a trip high on your travel list. This sug- 
gestion comes to you because I have just returned from 
there. I spent ten days in the Islands of Puerto Rico, St. 
Croix, and St. Thomas as your representative. The occa- 
sion for my going was the celebration of the Golden 
Anniversary of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Puerto Rico. 

The Luther League of America had had representatives 
in Puerto Rico, before—back in 1932 when the Monte 
Flores Training School was dedicated. That beautiful 
building was the gift of the Luther Leaguers of those 
years. At that time Executive Secretary Paul M. Kinports 
and 52 other Leaguers made the trip there by boat. 

At the suggestion of Pastor Arbaugh, the Board of 
American Missions’ Secretary for Latin America, Mrs. 
Frease and I left a few days earlier than the original 
schedule called for in order to visit the Luther Leaguers 
in our churches in the Virgin Islands. These islands lie 
about 100 miles East and Southeast of San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, and are reached from there today by airplane in 
less than an hour. Thus three of “the dots on the map” 
were brought into much clearer perspective and Lutheran 
young people there became personal friends. 


Our Church in the Islands 
Lutherans from Denmark established churches in the 
Virgin Islands as early as 1666 when they came to Char- 
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Anniversary — 
in the , 
Caribbean 


By Joseph W. Frease 


lotte Amalie in St. Thomas. In 1719 another church was 
established in the island of St. John, which is about ninety 
minutes by motor launch from St. Thomas. Twenty years 
later they opened the church at Christiansted on St. Croix. 
In 1766 another congregation was established at Frederik- 
sted, about 14 miles west of Christiansted. The youngest 
church on these islands is a country congregation about 
midway between these two cities which serves the farmers 
who provide some of the vegetables and fruits and meat 
for the city markets. 


Building at left is where Lutheran services were first 
held in Puerto Rico. It stands just across from the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral at San Juan. It is no longer 
used by our Mission. 
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When the Danes conducted a negro slave traffic be- 
_ tween Africa and the United States they brought many 
of these black people to the islands, many of whom still 
live there. The fact is there are now more negroes than 
whites. Emancipation of the slaves in the Virgin Islands 
preceded that historic event in the United States. Our 
Church serves a great many negroes in the islands as well 
as some who have migrated to New York City. 

It is interesting to note that we have a Children’s Home 
_ at Christiansted. It has served the islands there for many 
years. Plans are now developing to remove the home to 
the city on the west coast, Frederiksted, where more 
- adequate quarters are being made ready for the 26 chil- 
dren now enrolled there. 


Youth Work 

The congregation at Christiansted has recently acquired 
a large downtown property, a legacy from a former mem- 
ber of the church. This building is being remodeled so 
as to provide recreational facilities for the Luther Leaguers 
and rooms for part of the Sunday School and other groups. 
The second floor is to be given to these uses. The street 
floor is to be made into store rooms, the rent from which 
will provide the cost of remodeling and upkeep. The fur- 
nishings of the recreational room might suggest projects 
for local Luther Leagues. 

A kindergarten is provided for the children of the con- 
gregation at Christiansted under the supervision of the 
pastor’s wife and the deaconess who has supervision of the 
Children’s Home. A deaconess is assisting with a similar 
school at Frederiksted. A parish house is available there 
for that work. 

In St. Thomas we found a large Sunday School, organ- 
ized into three departments and each group having its 
own meeting place. Adjacent to the church there is a 
large parish house. The superintendent of the Interme- 
diate-Senior Division of the Sunday School is also the 
Boy Scout Master. His troop led the Scout parade through 
the street to the city park that Sunday afternoon where 
the boys were honored. 

We were privileged to meet nearly a hundred Luther 
Leaguers while visiting on St. Croix and in a Rally held 
at the Frederiksted church. More than 30 young people 
had traveled those 14 miles in a chartered bus for the 
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One of the walks extending from a building on the 
beautiful campus of the university of Puerto Rico 


rally. (Roads are paved but sharp curves and steep hills 
do not make them easy miles.) The entire devotional 
service was in charge of the Luther Leaguers. The 
Leagues there meet each week. They subscribe to our 
Quarterlies and The Luther League Review and use as 
many of the regular topic series as they can. Not all our 
topics are adaptable to their use. For example, though 
there are negroes and white people living on the islands, 
there is no race problem as we sense it here. They all 
worship togther, work together and treat each other as 
equals. At the same time there is a standard by which 
they live which denotes their Christian faith. 


In Puerto Rico 

When we had finished our brief visit in the Virgin 
Islands we returned to San Juan. We were taken to the 
annual convention of the churches of the is!and of Puerto 
Rico. We did not understand much that was said, because 
Spanish is the language of the people there. We were im- 
pressed, however, by the fact that young people were 
present for the convention and participated in it. One 
young man, a member of a country congregation which is 
without a pastor, pled with the conference to make some 
provision for services in his church every Sunday. It was 
difficult to make him understand that this could not be 
done because there was neither funds nor men to make 
his request possible. 

The Committee in charge of the Anniversary made pro- 
vision for the youth when they set up the program. It 
was significant that two Youth Rallies were planned in 
the week of celebration. Each of the other groups—men, 
women and children—had one service each. The first 
youth rally was held in a rural church about twenty miles 
from San Juan. It was in a beautiful church which seats 
about 250 persons. The church is in a village called 
Dorado. About 150 young people, plus their friends came 
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Carl F. Duning, 
Richmond, Indiana, who originated the Christ in 
Every Purse Movement, now becoming increas- 
ingly popular everywhere. 


devoted Lutheran Layman of 


Mr. Carl H. Duning, furniture dealer of Richmond, 
Indiana, is the father of a plan known as the “Christ in 
Every Purse” plan, which, after two years, is sweeping 
the country. Mr. Duning, a devoted Lutheran layman 
who claims no special virtues for himself, was so im- 
pressed with the beauty of Warner Sallman’s “Head of 
Christ” that he believed it could be used effectively in a 
continuous campaign of personal evangelism. 

Mr. Duning states; “My originai plan was to use it in 
a local program of evangelization, having our Sunday 
School serve as sponsor.” The potentialities of the plan 
soon became apparent when Mr. Duning talked it over 
with some of his clergy friends in his native city. One of 
them introduced the idea to the local ministerial associa- 
tion which adopted it promptly and sponsored a movement 
in that city which resulted in 10,000 Richmondites carry- 
ing the picture of Christ in their purses. 

But the growth of the movement has gone far beyond 
the bounds of Richmond, Indiana. The father of the idea 
reports that orders for pocket-sized copies of the Sallman 
“Head of Christ” are coming in at the rate of 10,000 a 
week. Handling the same takes most of his time now. 
Orders come from practically every state in the Union, 
from Canada, and from many other places on the face of 
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The Growth 
of a Plan 


By William J. Ducker 


the globe. An accompanying descriptive booklet has been 
prepared to go with the pictures that people everywhere 


may get the right understanding of the essential genius of 


the movement. Booklets and pictures have been sent to 
far away places as well—to Oslo, Norway, to Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, to Germany, Japan, and East Africa. Re- 
quests from these latter places come from ministers and 
from persons who have friends and relatives in this coun- 
try from whom they have learned of the simple plan. 


St. John’s Lutheran Church (ALC), Richmond, Indiana, 
where Mr. Duning makes his spiritual home and from 


which he received the impulse to engage in the Christ in 
Every Purse plan. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Germ of an Idea 

Mr. Duning’s simple suggestion for a visual evangelism 
goes back to his friendship with the artist, Warner Sall- 
man, whom he met some years ago and with whom he 
has corresponded and visited. In his furniture store he 
sold large copies of the Sallman “Head of Christ”. In 
time the acquired a great fondness for both the artist and 
_ his art. 

Seeking to serve the seventy-six men from his congre- 
gation—St. John’s Lutheran Church (A.L.C.)—who were 
serving in the armed forces of the country during World 
War II, Mr. Duning contrived the idea of sending them 
a small copy of the Sallman Christ to be put into their 
purses. He suggested this use of them and admonished 
them, “Keep this handy in your purse, and when the 
going gets tough a look at it will help to strengthen you.” 
So many of these veterans reported favorably on the ex- 
perience that Mr. Duning was led to inaugurate the 
“Christ in Every Purse” plan and to prepare a little book- 
let explaining the use of the picture as he intended it. 

He reports that he was not quick to take on to the 
idea of preparing a booklet because he did not feel 
qualified to write. He felt that his education was insufh- 
cient for such a task, since he had had to go to work 
at the early age of twelve years. Then, too, he says, that 
he was afraid that local people would think that he was 
desirous of using this method of advertising his furniture 
business. However, the idea persisted, and, encouraged by 
friends, he wrote and published a 14 page description 
booklet, which he dedicated to the men from his congre- 
gation who served in the war. 

The popularity of the movement continues to spread. 
People write to him and inquire what the plan is and 


Arthur Bauer, former president of the 
Luther League of Ohio, who recom- 
mended to his fellow Leaguers in con- 
vention at Toledo last fall that they 
participate in this movement. 
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George Billman, current president of 

the Luther League of Ohio, who is the 

sparkplug in the movement to put 3 
Christ into the purse of every Luther 

Leaguer and other young person in his 

synod. 


how they can work it. The answer is simple. Mr. Duning 
sends every inquirer a booklet on whose cover is a small 
copy of the Warner Sallman “Head of Christ” describing 
the simple program of visual evangelism. In addition a 


‘copy or two of the pocket-sized picture itself is also sent. 


One is to be put into one’s purse, the other to be kept to 
give to some inquirer. 


Group Sponsor Plan 

The continued spread of this simple plan, Mr. Duning 
believes, however, will require more than the activity of 
individuals here and there and yonder. He is anxious to 
have churches and organizational groups within churches 
to take up the task of spreading the influence of Christ 
in the everyday lives of men in this way. Any individual 
or group is privileged to use the plan. Contributions to 
help further the picture and booklet distribution are ac- 
cepted, but the movement itself, according to its founder, 
is strictly a non-profit undertaking. Pocket-sized copies 
of the picture are obtained from the copyright owners and 
sold at cost. 

The Luther League of the American Lutheran Church, 
Mr. Duning’s home church body, was so impressed with 
this idea that they have been promoting the “Christ in 
Every Purse” plan for about a year. They have distributed 
some 30,000 copies of the picture. 

Most recent Lutheran youth group to get on the band 
wagon and promote this program of visual evangelism 
was the Luther League of Ohio, district synodical group 
of the Luther League of America. Mr. Arthur Bauer, re- 
cent president and now a Hamma Divinity student, be- 
came interested in the plan and sold the idea to others 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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The Man 
from 
Shushan 


By Frederick Hall 


Illustration by 
Henry Pitz 


Hashub loved Ephas but 
he did not believe the 
wall would be rebuilt 
around the city. 


“And next unto him repaired Shallum the son of Halo- 
hesh . . . he and his daughters.” Nehemiah 3:12. 

“Better rest a little.” Hashub set down his own load and 
Ephah let the unwieldly bundle slide from her back. “That 
is too heavy for you,” he protested. “It’s almost as big 
as mine. You shouldn’t have taken so much.” 

“The wood was there.” She shrugged weary shoulders. 
“And we had come so far for it. Besides—I am strong.” 

“I know.” In his eyes were both admiration and tender- 
ness. “But why wear yourself out?” 

“I am not wearing myself out and, if I were—what is 
strength for?” 

“Sometimes I wonder. 
dies: Why?” 

“Such questions are silly.” 

That morning, soon after sunrise, they had left the 
ruined city to go down the valley, seeking fuel for two 
tiny fires: the one in the rude shelter where she lived with 
her father, grandfather, and two sisters; the other in the 
stone hut where Hashub lived with his Uncle Shebar. 

Once wood could be gathered among the ruins of what 
had been palaces—wrecked during and after the siege— 
but that was now long exhausted. Both had taken heavy 


A man is born—lives—works— 
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loads. Both were tired, but Hashub had chosen a good 
place to rest, for just ahead was the steep ascent crowned 
by what had once been the city wall. 

“Grandfather can remember,” mused Ephah, looking 
up at it, “when every stone was in place, when every 
tower had its watchman, every gate its doors, locks, and 
bars, from the Fish Gate clear round to the Valley Gate. 
We will live, he says, and he thinks he will live, to see it 
built again.’ 

He made no comment and she demanded: 

“You do not think so?” 

“No, I do not think so, but let us not quarrel about it.” 

“I am not going to quarrel. I only wish I knew what 
you really think. Why will the walls not be rebuilt?” 

He smiled and spoke as if trying to make something 
clear to a child. 

“We are a little people, between the upper and nether 
millstones of two great peoples. That Uncle Shebar says 
and that anyone can see. One day we will be ground to 


powder and a wind will make us as other forgotten peo- 
ples.” 


“God will let them?” 
He pointed to the ruined wall. 
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“He let them do that.” 

She checked a sharp reply. She had promised not to 
quarrel. She in turn spoke quietly. 

“Grandfather says that we forgot God—God did not for- 
get us. He says other nations may be stronger but we are 
truly great, because with us in his covenant and in us 
shall all nations of the earth be blest. One day, he says, 
these walls will surely rise again and we, by our obedience, 
may hasten that day.” 

“T have tried, but I cannot see things as he sees them.” 

“Hashub, you are always so—so sensible. And it was 
not sensible for David to go out with a sling against a 
giant, for Jonathan and his armor-bearer to attack a host, 
for—” Again she checked herself. “Well, we haven’t quar- 
reled yet.” 

“No,” he agreed smiling, “and, when we do quarrel, we 
always make up.” 

“Yes, we always make up.” 

He helped her adjust her load, then took up his own. 
Both seemed lighter as they facad the steep climb. 

From childhood, Ephah had known that one day she 
and Hashub would marry. It had been arranged, as was 
the custom of their time and people, by their parents. 
That to everyone seemed the only right way. Some girls, 
to be sure, married men who were almost strangers but, 
partly because of the primitive life of war’s aftermath, 
she and Hashub had grown up together and become good 
friends (which is an excellent prelude to any marriage). 
Only, as the day came nearer, she at times had doubts 
and misgivings. 

Gone utterly was the ordered life of her grandfather's 
day. The present, as everyone knew, was a time of up- 
heaval and sad uncertainty. Hashub’s father had been 
killed in battle, the same battle in which the husband of 
Atarah, her older sister, had lost his life. The husband 
of her other sister, Eglah, despairing of making anything 
beyond a bare living in the desolated homeland, had gone 
with a caravan to Egypt. That was two years ago and still 
no word from him. Shebar, Hashub’s uncle, had lost the 
use of his right arm in a fight with robbers, and with it 
had lost all hope of any future for his people. 

Only the faith of her grandfather, Halohesh, flamed like 
a beacon: from it her own had been kindled—hers, but 
not Hashub’s. Hard for him, she realized, living with 
poor, despondent Uncle Shebar; and yet, what if they 
could not share this great hope? 

Sometimes she tried to answer that question. At other 
times, she ran away from it, for with it came a flock of 
disturbing questions. Was it possible that her grand- 
father’s faith was but an old man’s dream? Her own faith 
—was she simply trying to make herself believe what she 
wished to believe? All about her were discouragements 
real enough, surely. Impossible to close her eyes to them. 
But the only real things! That she refused to admit. All 
of which Ephah forgot completely when she reached 
home and heard the great news. 

Eglah, returning from a visit to a sick friend living near 
the Water Gate, had heard it first and had hurried home 
to tell it. Her father listened doubtfully and cau‘ioned 
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‘deceived by another false rumor. 


them to say nothing to their grandfather. Poor old man, 
he had known so many disappointments, he must not be 
He himself sat a few 


moments thoughtful, then went out to learn what he 


_ could, returning shortly to report that all Eglah had heard 


seemed to be true. 

It was common knowledge that, a few days before, a 
man had arrived from the court of the Great King, a 
man who, to judge by the size of his retinue, must stand 
high in favor. But until today his errand, while the sub- 
ject of much speculation, had remained a mystery. To- 
day he had summoned the elders of the people, had 
shown credentials appointing him governor, and had told 
them that his commission provided for the repair of the 
city wall and the rebuilding of its gates. 

He himself, he said, had made personal survey of the 
ruined walls and believed that, in some cases, repairs 
would mean little more than the resetting of displaced 
stones. Where new materials were needed, as in the case 
of beams for the gates, he had requisitions Mpon the 
keepers of the royal forests. 

He realized, as they all must, that the task was great 
but he was prepared to undertake it upon one condition. 
The Great King had sent no laborers and he himself had 
asked for none. He had no treasure with which to pay 
hired builders. The wall was for the people. Would they 
themselves rise up and build it? 

Ephah was so excited she could hardly eat; and, as 
soon as she had helped clear away the meal, she slipped 
out down the street to Hashub’s. From a distance she 
saw him standing in the doorway talking with Uncle She- 


bar, but he stepped inside as she came nearer. Perhaps 


only imagination, but she had the feeling that Uncle 
Shebar did not like her. 

“Have you heard the news?” she panted. 

“About the man from Shushan? Yes,” he said. 

“Isn't it—”’ In spite of herself, his calmness irritated 
her. “Isn’t it wonderful? That it has come at last—the 
time we have waited for so long? That the walls will be 
rebuilt?” 

“If we could be sure.” His face was clouded. Uncle 
Shebar has been out, trying to learn the truth of the mat- 
ter. Some say this man is an imposter, seeking to draw 
us into a rebellion against the Great King. What would 
come of that anyone should know.” 

“But—” 

“You would speak of his letters. They have convinced 
many—not all. This road, down which he would lead us, 
is dangerous.” 

“Dangerous! In times like these, what is not danger- 
ous? To do nothing—is that not most dangerous of all? 
Hashub—!” 

No-—this would not do. Another moment and she would 
be saying things for which she would always be sorry. 
Her voice was low now. “You are not going out tomor- 
row with the others?” 

“Not until I know more. It—it all depends.” 

For a moment she looked at him steadily, then turned 
and walked away. She hoped he would call her back but 
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he did not. 

A girl of today would have been thinking, “I will never 
marry that man.” No such idea crossed Ephah’s mind. 
Her marriage had long ago been settled. She was wonder- 


ing what it would mean to be married to a man who, to | 


her, seemed a coward and a weakling. 

At home her father had gone out to confer with neigh- 
bors. Grandfather had dropped asleep, a radiant smile 
upon his lips. Her sisters guessed where she had been, 
saw her troubled face, and wisely said nothing. Long 
after the others slept, she lay staring open-eyed into the 
darkness, until at last, out of her resentful, confused 
thoughts, arose one at which she laughed almost hysteri- 
cally. Absurd—unheard of? Yes, truly, but there in the 
darkness she pondered it, until at last she dropped quietly 
to sleep. 

Hashub, too, had spent an unhappy night, for the look 
in Ephah’s eyes had cut deep. And yet—he could not 
shape his course only to please her. He must, as honestly 
as he could, decide what was the best and wisest course. 
He was no less a patriot than those who on the morrow, 


at the call of this unknown leader, would man the walls. 


This was his city, and as ardently as they, did he desire 
its welfare. But even in his own short life, how many 
abortive uprisings, ending in defeat and bloody, ruthless 
punishment! 

He tried not to be unduly influenced by Uncle Shebar, 
who always saw the dark side—he knew that. But to see 
all the future as glittering with rainbow promises, as 
Ephah seemed to see it—! Surely that was silly. Yet she 
was very dear to him; he had disappointed her sorely and 
that look in her eyes kept him long awake. 

He rose early next morning with one thing settled: he 
would not base his decision upon Uncle Shebar’s judg- 
ment. He himself would go down to the Gate (or what 
had been the Gate) of the Fountain and there learn what 
he could. 

He had tightened the thongs of his sandals and stood 
upon the threshold, when he stopped and stared. Their 
hut was upon a slight elevation, made up of the rubble of 
many destroyed buildings and from it he noted several 
groups moving toward the wall, volunteers doubtless for 
this man from Shushan. But not at them did he stare. In 
the foreground, moving in the same direction, were Shal- 
lum and (the only women in sight) Atarah—Eglah— 
Ephah! Shallum carried a heavy hammer and Atarah a 
lighter one. Eglah had what looked to be a spade. About 
Ephah’s slender wrist was wound a plumb line. When 
they were out of sight, he turned back into the house. 

“I am going out with the others,” he announced. 

For a moment, Uncle Shebar looked at him, then said: 
“Food will be ready when you return at noon.” 


There followed days never-to-be forgotten by those who 
lived through them. The whole city was one flame of 
enthusiasm, burning ever brighter as, stone by stone, the 
wall arose about them. Hashub worked no harder than 
did his fellows, but for him the building of the wall came 
to absorb every other interest. He knew, with utter cer- 
tainty, that this was the most important thing he would ever 


Eight 


do and that, in comparison with it, life itself was a little 
thing. How had he learned it? Certainly not by sitting 
down and thinking. No; every hammer blow, every strain- 
ing upon a lever to lift a stone made him feel sure that 
he was doing the right thing and for him the only thing. 

Came disquieting rumors of plots against them, some 
apparently well founded, for prompt and efficient counter 
measures were taken. Their leader—! Some among them 
questioned whether he ever slept, for at any moment and 
in the most unlooked for places, he’ was likely to appear, 
his trumpeteer at his side and a smile of encouragement 


in his eyes and upon his lips. 


When the whole encircling wall had been raised to half 
its proposed height, and even the most skeptical could 
see that the work once laughed to scorn was likely to suc- 
ceed triumphantly, a plan to attack them was uncovered 
and an order given to arm the laborers. Hashub worked 
with a tool of peace in his hands and a tool of war girt 
at his side. Or—used with sufficient wisdom—might not 
both, perhaps, be tools of peace? 

Simply amazing, how ‘all responded to the magnetic ap- 
peal of their leader. Fishermen and camel drivers, gold- 
smiths and apothecaries, priests and weavers, yes, and 
three women, all vied with each other in this unaccus- 
tomed work. One day Uncle Shebar appeared, saying, 
“This” (he pointed to his right arm) “is useless, but these 
(his eyes) are as good as ever.” He was placed among 
the watchmen upon one of the high towers. Even grand- 
father Halohhesh, with his crowding memories of other 
days, was with them, not indeed as a wall-builder but as 
a morale-builder. 

Every day now brought good tidings. The Broad Wall 
was finished. The family of the High Priest had set up 
the Sheep Gate. The Fish Gate and the Valley Gate 
were repaired. One by one, the long-ruined towers were 
restored. There were nights when Hashub went home 
so tired he could not eat; but always, with the first streak 
of dawn, he was at work again. Who minded weariness, 
when daily came news like this? 

So the wall was finished, in the twenty and fifth day of 
the month Elul, in fifty and two days. Hardly energy left 
for a celebration, yet was there great rejoicing when all 
looked upon their completed work and saw that it was 
good. 

Hashub and Ephah, as was natural, stood side by side, 
though, truth to tell, ‘they had seen little of each other 
during the crowded days just past. Hashub looked at her: 
clothing soiled and torn, hands calloused by the stone she 
had lifted, nails broken by rough work, skin reddened and 
toughened by wind, sun, and rain, and. to him she had 
never seemed more beautiful. 

“When we are old as grandfather,” she murmured soft- 
ly, “we can ‘come to this, our wall, and put our hands on 
it—on the very stones we laid.” 

“And but for you,” he said, 
part in it.” 

“Oh, no!” she cried. “Why” 

He shook his head. 


“I might never have had a 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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The “St. Paul” 
Wrecked and 
Abandoned 
‘in West China 


By Erik Modean 


The “St. Paul”, first 


. 


Complete details of the crash which irreparably dam- 
aged the St. Paul, the C-47 transport operated in China 
for nearly three years by the National Lutheran Council, 
have been received from The Rev. Arthur S. Olson, new 
director of the China Branch of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration. 

Pastor Olson and two women missionaries from the 
China Inland Mission were passengers on the St. Paul 
when the accident occurred at 10:45 A. M. on February 
10 as the plane was attempting to land in a heavy fog 
at Kweiyang in Kwangsi Province in southwest China. 
Fortunately, both crew and passengers escaped without 
injury. 

The St. Paul left Shanghai on February 9 for Chengtu, 
Szechuan, to deliver about 5,000 pounds of Bibles. It 
landed at Chengtu in the afternoon, unloaded and left 
for Chungking, where the crew and Pastor Olson spent 
the night. The following morning the plane left for Kwei- 
yang, where a load was to be picked up for Canton. The 
two missionaries of the China Inland Mission and Pastor 
Olson were the only passengers. 

Before leaving, the weather report from Kweiyang was 
given as “not clear, but favorable for landing.” Kwei- 
yang was reached after an hour and a half of flying. By 
this time, the weather had changed for the worse. A 
heavy fog had closed in and there was a light blanket 
of snow on the field, making it impossible to land. 

Three times a search was made for the field, taking the 
city as a marker, but to no avail. In flying low over the 
city, William A. Dudding of Excelsior, Minn., pilot of the 
plane, recognized an emergency field at which he had 
landed three years ago and decided to land there and 
await clear weather, after which the St. Paul could pro- 
ceed to the regular airport and secure its load for Canton. 

As the plane descended, Pilot Dudding became aware 
of a telephone wire ahead, which he tried to avoid by 
raising the plane over the wire. This shortened the dis- 
tance on the runway in which to bring the ship to a halt. 
Finding the runway too short, an effort was made to turn 
the plane to the left. Just as it was turning it reached 
the end of the field, bordered by a four-foot ditch and 
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plane in Lutheran Mission history. 


rough terrain with protruding boulders. 

The St. Paul crossed the ditch, but came to an abrupt 
stop 30 feet beyond when the right wheel struck a stone 
which tore the wheel and gear completely off. ‘This caused 
the right wing and propellor to hit the ground, the right 
engine was torn off and the wing was badly damaged. 
Many instruments were also damaged or destroyed by the 
sudden, jolting stop. 

After looking over the wrecked plane, the crew was 
unanimous in the opinion that it would involve a greater 
cost to repair the St. Paul than it would to purchase an- 
other plane. When this information was cabled to New 
York, permission was given by the Commission on the 
Younger Churches and Orphaned Missions to acquire an- 
other plane at Manila. 

The day after the mishap, Pastor Olson and the crew 
left for Liuchow, reached after three days and nights of 
travel by bus and train, from where they took a plane for 
Shanghai. 

Pastor Olson wrote that “it was really a sad experience 
to leave the St. Paul, a plane which had given such mar- 
velous service to the mission cause these past two and a 
half years. To us, the St. Paul has finished its course,” 
he said. “In bringing hundreds of missionaries to their 
mission stations at a time when there were no other con- 
veyances, and now during the past year in airlifting sev- 
eral thousand foreigners and Chinese Christians from dan- 
ger zones to places of safety, it has an unparalleled rec- 
ord. Hundreds are thankful both to God and the L.W.F. 
for the services of our Lutheran plane, Many have ex- 
pressed deep appreciation for the services the St. Paul 
has rendered to them.” 

Pastor Olson emphasized that urgent need exists to 
place the new plane in service as soon as possible to evac- 
uate missionaries and their families from territory threat- 
ened by Communist forces. He mentioned specifically 
Kunming, Chungking, Chengtu, and Kweiyang, where a 
large number of missionaries are concentrated. Kunming 
alone has more than 300, including children. 

The St. Paul was insured for $25,000, and it is ex- 
pected that this claim will be paid in full. 


Nine 


* Photo by Lambert 


He is the most influential man in town. He isn’t the 
president of the large and famous college. He isn’t the 
mayor or the wealthy business man. He is the pastor 
of a church—and not the largest one, either. As a 
preacher, he is not spectacular, but the students and 
the congregation know he has so close a relationship to 
God that God Himself speaks through him in the ser- 
mon and is The Presence which makes every service a 
great experience -in worship. He is pastor. He is a 
pastor to his own congregation and _ spiritual adviser 
and friend to high and low in the town and on the 
campus. He is a leader in the community because of the 
quiet power, the righteousness, and the love of God that 
flow through him into everything he does. 

There is nothing particularly unique about Pastor 
James’ talents. He certainly has no selfish ambitions. His 
greatness lies in his sensitiveness to God, his awareness of 
human needs, and his “all out” belief that the only way 
to serve is to let God live through one’s talents, his mind 
and all his relationships. 

The great, permeating influence of Pastor. James’ life 
is in itself the indication of God’s approval of his life. 


Guideposts for Life Service 

There are many guideposts for an approved life of serv- 
ice. Among them are: a recognition and development of 
talents, an understanding of human needs, an alertness 
to life which will create a vision of service, a conviction 
for service, and obedience and consecration to the call] 
to service. 

The talents which have been given us constitute part 
of our call to service. Only those gifted in the qualities 


Ten 


Lessons from a 
Life of Service 


By Mildred E. Winston 


which make possible the production of a picture are ex- 
pected to be artists. A musician has unique gifts. But the 
responsibility of developing these talents rests with the 
person possessing them. Everybody has talent for some 
particular work. f 

One cannot be Christian without increasing his knowl- 
edge of, and relationships to, the needs of his fellow- 
men. We are all God’s creatures. If we have His love in 
us, our minds and hearts will make us brothers~to the 
world. We shall know that a coal strike in Pennsylvania 
keeps some people in Europe hungry. We shall under- 
stand that conditions on the wharves in California prevent 
missionaries from going to China. We shall want our 
money to go to fellow Christians in Germany and India 
instead of being spent foolishly for ourselves or our com- 
panions. 

As the consciousness of our talents and the needs of 
others develop, there will come an alertness of mind and 
spirit which will create a vision of our place of service. 
We shall see many things which could be done and the 
contribution of life and gifts we can make for others. 


These Followed the Vision 

Many people dream dreams. It takes people with char- 
acter to evaluate those dreams and to be convinced of 
their place in the plan for a better world—a better life. 
Numerous people realized a school for girls in Japan 
would be a fine thing. But it took Martha Akard to:de- 
termine there should be a Christian school and that she 
should put her life into building it. 

For Pastor James, Miss Martha Akard, Bishop Ordass of 
Hungary, Miss Norma Bloomquist of Liberia, and thou- 
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sands of others it was not only matters of talent, need, 
vision and conviction. All these guideposts on the road to 
service had to be strengthened, pointed together and 
cleared by consecration—consecration to Him who in His 
life among us revealed that every life is sacred and that 
every honest work is service. It takes more than pride in 
talent and consciousness of human need to constitute a 


call and to be faithful to it. We need the constant con- ’ 


_ sciousness of His Power and Presence: His Love and 
Strength. 
Then the young man and young woman will know the 


answer to two great questions in their desire to serve, 
What? Where? 


The Call to Service 

Your Church needs you and your talents as Christian 
laymen. Your Church needs you and your talents as pas- 
tors, deaconesses, missionaries, parish workers, writers, 
workers with children, the aged, the suffering. The Church 
needs teachers, nurses, doctors, youth and social workers. 

As you walk along the way, check your path by the 
guideposts. But be certain that He is your Companion 
of The Way. If His Presence is with you, then you are— 
Approved! 

The Board of Education of the United Lutheran 
Church at 736 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington 6, 
D. C., will be glad to counsel with any young per- 
son interested in selecting a vocation or choosing a 
college for preparation for service. 


Whatever our chosen field of service, as Christians we 
always have the opportunity of serving in the Church. 
There we may truly serve our fellowmen for Christ’s 
sake. The efficiency of the Protestant Church depends 
upon the quality and quantity of volunteer service which 


its qualified members render. 


(Above) A willing and able young 
woman teaching a class of beginners 
in Sunday School. ’ 


(Far right) A young man serves his 
church and fellowmen by directing 
recreational activity in a settlement 
house. ° 


(Right) Youth flocked around one 
who shows an interest in them in the 
parish. 
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Visual Aids on Life Service 
By George Ammon 


“A Glorious Adventure” is the newest of the three and 
deals with the story of Jane and Shirley Anne who look for 
their niche in life and find it in different types of dea- 
coness work. Produced by the Board of Deaconess Work 
of the U.L.C.A., this black and white filmstrip would be 
an excellent aid in the discussion of full-time Christian 
service for women. Available on rental basis (75 cents 
for one day’s use) from the Audio-Visual Aids Dept., 
U.L.P.H., Philadelphia 7, Pa. A manual with speech 
notes accompanies it. 

A second filmstrip which would be a welcome item in 
this connection is “A Christian and His Life Work’, which 
was produced recently by Church Screen Productions. 
This filmstrip is also available from the Publication House 
for rent or purchase. One day’s rental fee is 75 cents and 
‘the sale price is $3.00. 

A third filmstrip treating the subject of Life Service 
deals specifically with the Ministry. “Look at the Ministry” 
was produced by the Federal Council of ‘the Churches 
of Christ in America and portrays the challenge of the 
pastorate to young men considering a choice of their life’s 
work. This filmstrip, with manual, may be rented from 
The Luther League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa., for 25 cents plus return postage. 


Eleven 


Hello, again! Isn't this a beautiful day? 

“The year’s at the spring, 

The day’s at the morn; 

Morning’s at seven, 

The hill-side’s dew-pearled; 

The lark’s on the wing; 

The snail’s on the thorn; 

God’s in His heaven— 

All’s right, with the world!” 
It must have been just such a day as this which inspired 
Robert Browning to write Pippa Passes! There is such 
sheer joy caught in those few lines one can almost feel 
the wetness of the dew! 


Now where did we drop our conversation last month? 
Oh yes, we were talking about program planning, using 
recordings—by the way, the first movement of Tschaikow- 
sky’s Romeo and Juliet Suite, and “The Death of Ase” 
from Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite (No. 1) can be added to 
the list we compiled that day—having leadership training 
labs and so on, weren’t we? We were about to add that 
perhaps all you needed to make yours a working League 
of tod quality was inspiration. Or challenge! The Rev. 
George DeLawter’s Report on Europe which appeared in 
four issues of The Luther Leaguer, published monthly by 
the Leaguers of the Church of the Redeemer, Ramsey, 
New Jersey, comes to mind. He wrote: 

“The one thing that impressed me most after three 
months in Europe is the opportunity of the Christian 
Church. The destruction of the Fascist and Nazi 
Governments has discredited their youth programs 
and given the Protestant Church a challenging field 
for evangelism. The chaos caused by war and the 
great material destruction have caused the youth of 
other European countries to direct their thoughts 
along spiritual channels.” 

This Life Service and Lutheran World Action month is 
certainly the time to meet the challenge in some fashion! 
Some Luther Leaguers—Leaguers in Chicago, North Ar- 
lington, Bergen District, New Jersey, and the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, Lancaster Conference—have long since 
collected clothes for Lutheran World Relief. Keep the 
flow steady and do your bit! 


‘ 


Twelve 


Up in Canada at St. Peter’s in Ottawa the Leaguers 
spent an evening sorting and packing 135 bags of candy 
to be given to immigrant children arriving regularly in 
Montreal. The children of displaced persons! There are 
some 850,000 people in those camps for displaced per- 
sons in Europe hoping and waiting for a chance’ ‘to begin 
a new life. Seventeen per cent are Protestant and eighty 
per cent of the Protestants are Lutheran. Under the Dis- 
placd Persons Act of 1948 about 35,000 Lutherans are 
eligible to immigrate to the United States by June 1950. 
What have you done about these fellow Lutherans in your 
League and congregation? (Details about the program 
may be secured from Lutheran Resettlement Service, Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, 231 Madison Avenue, New York 
16, New York.) P. S. The Luther Leaguers of the afore- 
mentioned Church of the Redeemer in Ramsey, New 
Jersey, hope to do something about DPs, and their first 
step is dispensing information about the program. Are 
you next in line? 

The Leaguers of Emmanuel, Lancaster, in the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, write “gang letters” to members 
away at college or in the service. Why not stretch the 
list to include a pen pal from Germany or British Guiana 
OF aks 

Or you might render service to your local congregation 
and to your pastor by initiating or taking over, as the case 
may be, a Book Corner for your church. (Details from 
the United Lutheran Publication House, 1228-1234 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania, or from a branch 
near you.) 

This is the time to plan a “Lord’s Acre” program, too. 
Pilgrim Luther Leaguers in Lexington, South Carolina, 
netted quite a sum for their treasury—and the Lord’s work 
—last year. To mention the second of two such projects 
which have been brought to our attention. 

Reach out with your love and sympathy and knowledge 
of God to the lonely, the discouraged, the stranger, the 
exploited and the sinful this spring—and watch your 
Luther Leagué and your life blossom with the tulips and 
the forsythia. 


‘Bye now, and do come again! 


The Man from Shushan 


(Continued from Page 8) 


“Yes: and it will be so always. These days have taught 
me more than to be a stonemason. You are quicker of 
perception than I am; and in years to come, when we are 
married, you will see things I do not see, and I will hang 
back, and you will spur me on, and—” 

“Hashub!” ‘ 

“Oh, yes; it’s true.” 

“What makes you think foolish things like that?” 

“I don’t think them—I know them.” 

“Oh, Hashub!” 

Their eyes, and then their hands met. At the moment, 
neither could speak but, against the background of the 
new wall, both stood smiling and happy. 


Copyright, 1949, by Pierce & Smith. All rights reserved. 
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® Rev. Milton J. Bieber, D.D., Honorary Member of The 
Luther League of America, passed into Eternal Life, Tues- 
day, March 29, 1949. Dr. Bieber was present at every 
convention of The Luther League of America from Pitts- 
burgh, the organization convention, 1895, to the Golden 
Anniversary convention in the same city in 1946. Death 
came to this faithful pastor after a brief illness. May the 
- Holy Spirit be Mrs. Bieber’s comfort and stay. 


@ The Ways and Means Committee met in Philadelphia, 
March 11 and 12. Many important items of business de- 
manded their serious consideration during the two-day 
sessions. One of the most important decisions they were 
asked to make was concerning the resignation of Miss 
Louise Marks, Associate Secretary in charge of Interme- 
diate work. 

It was voted to accept this resignation, with regret. 
Miss Marks came to the office June 1, 1948. She has done 
an effective work in her department. Her contacts on the 
field have met with encouraging response. She has worked 
faithfully in tasks assigned to her both in the office and 
on the field. Plans which she has laid for these High- 
teens will continue to be developed and we are hopeful 
they will produce good results. Miss Marks asked to be 
released by The Luther League of America in order that 
she might accept the office of Director of Christian Educa- 
tion at Bethany Lutheran Church, Cleveland, Ohio. She 
will enter upon her new office June 1, 1949. 


® The Committee voted to continue the policy of em- 
ploying a summer field worker. It was also voted to em- 
ploy the service of Miss Ielene Ufkes, Washington, D. C., 
as this summer worker. As nearly everyone knows, Miss 
Ufkes served for fifteen months in China as the Luther 
League Lay-missionary. Miss Ufkes has been an active 
Leaguer in her native state, Illinois, and has served in 
local, District and State offices. She will begin her work 
with us as of June I. 


@ Plans were set in motion, by the committee at this 
meeting, to introduce a special emphasis in our program 
beginning with Youth Sunday 1949. This program will 
dove-tail into the regular program throughout the year 
1949-1950 and will be known as Operation Spiritual. 

Every local president, as well as Synodical and Confer- 
ence officers, will learn more about this program in the 
coming weeks. A great deal of attention will be centered 
on this program at the Roanoke convention. 

A part of this program will fit into the materials now 
in your hands, namely, the booklet “50,000 by ’51.” Keep 
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that booklet for it will be helpful in instrumenting Oper- 
ation Spiritual in your Luther League. 


@ As you plan for the Roanoke Convention—August 15-19 
1. Select the delegate from your local Luther League 
now. Every ULCA congregation is entitled to 

one delegate. 

2. Seek the counsel of your pastor in selecting your 
delegate. 

3. Secure enough Registration Cards for your dele- 
gate and for all visitors who plan to attend from 
your congregation. These are available from your 
Synodical “On to Roanoke” Chairman or your 
Synodical Luther League president, or from Head- 
quarters in Philadelphia. 

4. Mail those Registration Cards at once, together 
with $21.50 for each, to Mrs. Ted H. Clark, 2201 
Denniston Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia. This will 
guarantee you a room at Roanoke and cover all 
local costs there, except for your room. 

5. Pray for the Convention to be a spiritual blessing 
to the youth of our Church. 

Offer special prayers in your League meetings. 
Remember Convention in your private devotions. 

6. Urge all whom you believe would benefit from 
the Christian fellowship of the Convention to 
attend. It is the hope of the convention com- 
mittee that everyone at Roanoke will come with 
a serious purpose. Those who come for fun only 
will be disappointed and will not contribute to 
the welfare of the group meeting there. 


@ The Convention Plan 

The Roanoke Convention will have the following Daily 
Schedule. Slight changes will be necessary on Wednesday 
to reach.the Natural Bridge Park for the service there. 


9:00 A. M. Devotions by 

Rey. Wallace Fisher, Chaplain 
9:30 A. M. Business session 
10:15 A. M. Address by Rev. Carl V. Tambert 
11:00 A. M.. Bible Conference groups 

All assigned to study of Philippians. 
12:15 to 
2:00 P. M. Luncheon Hour 
2:00 P. M. Singspiration 
2:15 P. M. Devotions by Chaplain Fisher 
2:30 P. M. Business 
3:00 to 
5:00 P. M. Conference Groups 

(One-hour conferences repeated) 
8:00 P. M. Devotional Services with Address 
9:30 P. M. Mixers 
11:00 P. M. Private Devotions 


®@ Youth Sunday will be observed September 18, 1949. 
The theme, “Listen, He Speaks!” 
Special program will be available for local use. Watch 
this page for announcement when it will be avail- 
able for your planning. 


Thirteen 


AY} 


Bible Cross Ward Pascle 


Our Bible cross-word puzzle this month 
brings us to a study of a New Testament 
character—Matthew. The biblical refer- 
ences will all be found in the Gospels, 
as noted. 


Proceed in the usual way to work 


the puzzle. Strive hard to complete it 
without the use of outside assistance. 
Check your final solution with the key 
which is given at the back of the maga- 
zine. 


Our text is 13, 14, 15, 32, 45 and 46 


combined 


ACROSS 


Matthew wasa... 

One and one 

Atmosphere 

One of the prophets 

“Why do ye eat . . . drink with pub- 
licans . . . sinners” Luke 5:30 

"And as). 8 passed «by, 4). 
Levi” Mark 2:14 


Got up 

3.1416 

Feminine name 

“sat also together with Jesus and his 

s” Mark 2:15 

Being 

“and he. . . 
Matt. 9:9 

New Testament (abbr. ) 

Half an em 

oes, (mil. abbr.) 

“I will have mercy, . . 
Matt. 9:13 

Second tone of the scale 

South Atlantic State (abbr. ) 

Sloping timbers of a roof 

Company (abbr. ) 

Not bright 

Confederate States of America 
(abbr. ) 

Traffic Auditor (abbr. ) 

... up, and followed him” 
5:28 

You and I 

“for there were many, and they . 
him” Mark 2:15 

“and said unto . . 
Mark 2:14 

“Arid he left . . .” 

Matthew was 
apostles 

Pay back 

Traffic Director (abbr. ) 


Matt. 10-3 


Saw 


unto him, Follow me” 


. not sacrifice” 


Luke 


., Follow me” 


Luke 5:28 
. of the twelve 


3 “for I... not come to call the right- 
eous” “Matt. 9:13 

54 ... Matthew 

Fourteen 


CoN Ob LDF 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


; DOWN 
River in Italy ' Matt. 9:11 
Forbid authoritatively 


Cover 


26 
Mark 2:14 


The father of Machir I Chron. 7:12 30, Western Continent (abbr. ) 5 
African’ Methodist Episcopal (abbr.) 33 “he saw a man, ... Matthew” 9:9 
Nickel (abbr. ) 34 Dean of the Faculty (abbr. ) 
Deduction from the weight of goods 35 of custom” Matt. 


“sitting at the... 
“They that be . . . need not a 9:9 
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“And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, 
sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, follow me.”—Matt. 
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Party Suggestions for May 


By Anna Margaret Baxter 


_ With the coming of the month of 
May, we Luther Leaguers begin think- 
ing more and more in terms of Outdoor 
Outings, and rightly so! Let’s have an 
outing, be it a weiner roast or a ham- 
burger fry, but let’s make it a really 
good party! Of course, the main event 
of the evening will be eating, but this 
can’t go on forever, so let’s play . 

what. do you say? : 

1. Betty Boop, Pop Eye and the 
Wolf. Divide the participants into three 
groups and assign each group a part as 
follows: 

Betty Boop—“Boop Boop a Doop.” 

Pop Eye—“Well blow me down.” 

The Big Bad Wolf—“Woooooo . . .!” 
Now tell the story of Little Red Riding 
Hood, using these characters, and as each 
is mentioned the group shouts the prop- 


er response with much expression! 

“Once upon a time there was a charming 
young lady named BETTY who was loved by 
a sailor named POP EYE. BETTY lived near 
a great forest and in this forest dwelt the big 
bad WOLF. One day BETTY decided to visit 
her grandmother who lived deep in the heart 
of the forest. POP EYE urged BETTY not to 
go into the forest where the WOLF lives, but 
BETTY would have her own way and would 
not let POP EYE accomvany her. “I’m not 
afraid of the big bad WOLF,” said BETTY 
as she put on her red cloak and _ started - out 
with her hkasket on her arm, but when she 
entered the forest and saw the eyes of the 
WOLF gleaming at her from behind a tree she 
was sorry POP EYE was not with her. The 
WOLF followed BETTY step by step, getting 
closer, and closer, anfl behind him came POP 
EYE, Just as the WOLF was about to spring 
on BETTY, POP EYE killed him with his trusty 
club, and saved BETTY’S life. “POP EYE, 
my hero, you’ve killed the WOLF and saved 
my life,” said BETTY, as she fell fainting in 


his arms. 
2. Progressive Conversation. Make 


copies of the following for each partici- 
pant. Each person is to talk to 12 dif- 
ferent people on each of these subjects 
for a limited amount of time. At the 
beginning, tell the group that there is a 
“secret point” to this game, and then at 
the end find out who has caught the 
point. The secret is that the first letters 
in these words spell “Luther League”! 


Lincoln 
U-Boats 
Training Camps 
High Prices 
Eagles 

Russia 

Law and Order 
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8. England 
9. America 
10. Germany 
11. Unrest of the Nation 
12. Enemies of the Nation 


8. Scrambled Alphabets. Divide the 
group into two lines. Give each person 
an alphabet card containing a letter of 
the alphabet, so that each line has the 
entire alphabet. As in a spelling bee, the 
leader calls out words, preferably four 
and five letter words. From each line, 
the people who have these letters rush to 
the front of the room to see which line 
can spell the word correctly and most 
quickly. The letters must be in order, 
thus the holders of the cards must ar- 
range themselves to spell out the word. 
This proves to be an exciting and rather 
fast game. Score points for the sides, the 
side having the most points at the end 
of the spelling bee being the winner. 

4. Skeleton Names. On the back of 
these same cards, have each person se- 
lect and write the name of some famous 
person in skeleton form, omitting the 
vowels. As for example, Newton Clay 
would be written Nwtn Cly. Each pins 


card on himself. Allow about ten min-, 


utes for everyone to go from person to 
person, and from the skeleton names 
write down as many names as possible. 
The person getting the most names in the 
given time wins. 

5. Bean Tossing. Now here’s a game 
of skill, which is always lots of fun! 
From elbow height try to drop beans 
into. a milk bottle on the floor. Each 
player gets ten beans. Score five points 
for each one going into the bottle. (If 
there is a large number of participan’s, 
you may place as many milk bottles as 
you like on the floor, and divide the 
group into teams, the team having the 
largest score when everyone has tossed 
being the winner. ) 

6. Balls in the Box. If your skill was 
deficient in bean tossing, maybe you'll 
be better with balls. Try this one. Num- 
ber each section of an egg carton. The 
numbers should range from five to thir- 
t~. Place the carton on one end of a 
card table From the opposite end 
bounce ping pong balls into the box. 


Score the points indicated for each ball 
that stays in.the box. Each player 
throws five balls. Now wasn’t that lots 
of fun, and so easy to do? 

7. Let’s see how much dramatic abil- 
ity we have in this group! Divide the 
participants into three or four groups 
or more, depending upon the number 
present. Have each group to select a 
song title, act it out, and let the others 
try to guess the name of the song. Who 
knows? There may be talent unknown, 
or hidden, in your group! 

8. Nose and Toe Tag. Here’s one 
that will always bring much laughter. 
After all, people do look rather peculiar 
in nose and toe position, don’t they? 
Well, if you don’t know, just try this 
one! Someone is chosen to be tagger. 
This person can tag anyone not “in po- 
sition” and then the one tagged must 
take the place of tagger. Each player 
must grab his nose with his left hand 
and the toe of his left shoe with his 
right hand. As soon as the tagger has 
passed out of reach players may resume 
normal positions, but must be on guard 
all of the time. The rule of the game is 
that all tagging must be done with the 
left hand, and the tagger must say “Tag” 
when he tags anyone. If he forgets to 
say this, he hasn’t properly tagged any- 
one and must keep on until he does. 
It’s.really funny to see so many people 
in this quite awkward nose and toe po- 
sition. 

9. Parliamentary Speech. This is not 
nearly so formal as it may sound. In 
fact, it’s lots of fun! The leader asks 
one of the guests to begin the game by 
making a speech on a subject of his or 
her own choosing. As he begins to speak, 
the other players should watch him 
closely, for when he warms up to his 
subject and throws out his left hand in 
gesticulation, all must shout, “Hear! 
Hear!” When he throws out his right 
hand, his hearers must applaud. When 
he throws both arms forward, they must 
cheer and clap. As it is hard to remem- 
ber what to do in the excitement, some 
luckless player is sure to clap at the 


(Continued on Page 31) 
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Lutherans Everywhere! 


A great change has come over the people of Christian 
countries in the past fifty years. We are neighbors to the 
Eskimo, the Negro of Africa, the Mongols of China, and 
the Indians of the South Pacific. This change has been 
brought about by the radio and the airplane. We hear 
what goes on in China the same day it happens. We feel 
the shock of a quarrel at The United Nations Organiza- 
tion the very same day the representatives quarreled over 
an issue. Pastors gave out news of the great convention 
of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam the Sun- 
day following the convention. We must be alert to our 
responsibilities as Lutherans for there are Lutherans every- 
where. Ours is indeed a world-church. 

A world-church faces world-wide responsibilities. Where 
we as Lutherans are large in numbers and blessed with 
material as well as spiritual resources, we should seek 
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By Frank M. Brown 


ways and means of sharing our talents and our spiritual 
resources with those who have need of material aid and 
spiritual reinforcement. Let us look at our world and see 
where there are people—especially those of our own house- 
hold of faith—who need our help. 


In Central and Northern Europe 

The Lutheran Church is the largest group in the Pro- 
testant family. Scattered on every continent and found 
in most of the major cities of the world are approximately 
eighty million Lutherans (pre-war figure). The largest 
concentrations are in Europe where a total of 56,548,585 
Lutherans are found in sixteen different countries. There 
are almost thirty-four million in Germany, six million in 
Sweden, three million in Norway, three million in Den- ° 
mark, three and a half million in Finland, two million in 
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the Baltic Countries, and a million each in Poland and 
Russia. France, Austria, Hungary, British Isles, Czecho- 
Slovakia and other smaller countries each have a minority 
group of Lutherans. Greenland and Iceand are largely 
Lutheran. 

The Lutheran churches in the countries of continental 
Europe, war-stricken and communist-tom, have their own 
peculiar problems. The Lutheran Church in America is 
working co-operatively to provide the most ‘help possible 
for the rebuilding and strengthening of the Lutheran 
Church on the continent. A large percentage of the per- 
sons composing the membership of the DP camps in 
Europe are Lutherans from the Baltic Countries which 
were twice over-run by communists and once by nazism. 


In the United States and Canada 

In the first hundred years following the Protestant 
Reformation Lutherans were ’found in larger numbers 
proportionally in Europe than they are today. But today 
Lutherans are more widely represented throughout the 
world. There are 5,836,147 Lutherans in the United 
States and Canada. The State of Pennsylvania has 579,280 
Lutherans within its borders; Wisconsin, 513,188; and 
Minnesota, 509,282. Ours is a world-church with world- 
wide responsibilities in a most critical time of her exist- 
ence. We must act now! 

Moreover, because of their common emphasis on the 
Word of God, their use of the sacraments, and _ their 
Christo-centric teaching of faith and life, there is a strong 
doctrinal uniformity among Lutherans, no matter where 
they live or by what nation they are governed. 

Due to the active interest and support of Lutherans in 
America, in the summer of 1947 the Lutherans of twenty- 
five different countries met in Lund, Sweden, to talk over 
their problems and to express to each other and before the 
world their common convictions. There they banded to- 
gether in an organization known as The Lutheran World 
Federation. The purposes of this Federation are: 
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Lutherans in stricken China 


(1) To bear united witness before the world to 
the Gospel of Jesus Ore as the power of God unto 
salvation. 

(2) To cultivate unity of faith and confession 
among the Lutheran churches of the world. 

(3) To promote fellowship and co- operation in 
study among Lutherans. 

(4) To achieve a united Lutheran approach to 
ecumenical Christian movements and to common re- 
sponsibilities in missions and education. 

(5) To support Lutheran groups in need of spirit- 
ual or material aid. 

The Lund meeting cleared the channels of information 
which had become clogged due to the barriers created by 
war and set up new lines of communication with brethren 
in all countries. The work of relief and rehabilitation now 
goes on with new interest and power. 


In the Near East 

Today the Lutheran Church has a big stake in the af- 
fairs in Palestine. Lutheran churches and religious schools 
and hospitals are found in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Naza- 
reth, Haifa and a number of smaller towns. Boys and girls 
graduated from the Syrian Orphanage have gone out to 
become leaders in community affairs, carpenters, electri- 
cians, printers, cobblers, and teachers. Moreover, they are 
Christians. And from such Arab young men and women 
have come four Arab Lutheran churches, one each in 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Beit-Sahur, and Beit-Jala. It is with 
anxious and prayerful hearts we watch the work of Dr. 
Edwin Moll, our brave representative to the Lutherans of 
Palestine, during these days of strife. What a joy it was 
for me to visit the Assyrian Orphanage and to talk with 
the Arab Lutheran pastors at Bethlehem and Beit-Jala. 
It was evident that the teachings of the gospel of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ had most certainly lifted certain Arab 
people head and shoulders above their fellow Moham- 
medan Arabs. 

Lutherans serving in consular, military government, and 
commercial posts in other parts of the world have a great 
opportunity to see Lutheran church work in foreign lands 
and to help people of war-torn areas. The spirituality of 
its teaching and the fruit of its ministry are found largely 
in democratic countries. Our forefathers were willing to 
“leave all and follow Him” as a matter of conscience and 
in protest against the tyranny of unjust people. This same 
spirit is found in Lutheran churches and institutions no 
matter where they exist. 


In Southern Europe 

You can find Lutherans in Italy. What a thrill the day 
I worshiped in the beautiful Lutheran Church at 7 Via 
Tuscania, Rome, Italy. The altar, pulpit and sanctuary are 
built of fine Italian marble. Most all the larger cities of 
Italy have at least one Lutheran church. Besides the 
church there are hospitals, deaconess motherhouses, homes 
for blind and aged people, industrial and religious schools 
at Jerusalem and Rome. 

Doesn’t it make you feel good to know that this is the 
result of people who have carried out their Lord’s com- 
mand, “Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost”? It is indeed the result of the world- 
wide missionary efforts of our churches, Sunday Schools, 
missionary societies, Luther Leagues and Brotherhoods. 
It is the result of the consecrated efforts of all who sin- 
cerely pray, “Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven.” 


In the Far East 

Go to the great seaports of the Far East—Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, and Yokohama—and you will find Lutheran 
churches there. St. Paul Lutheran Church, Tsing Tao, 
Shantung, China, with its Social Center, the gift of The 
Luther League of America a few years ago—is still oper- 
ating despite many difficulties. The service of the Luther- 
an Seminary at Tokyo, Japan, was interrupted by the war. 
but it will soon resume its service of Christ and the 
Church in that country. 

A book could be written on the accomplishments of the 
Lutheran work in India. Professor T. S. Paulus, a Luther- 
an layman from India who spoke at the United Lutheran 
Church Convention in Philadelphia, made us feel that our 
missionary efforts there had been abundantly blessed and 
were bearing much good fruit. 


On America’s Geographical Frontiers 

There are Lutheran churches in Alaska, Hawaii, and 
Mexico. Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands have Luther- 
an churches and congregations. The church in the Amer- 
icas where English has been spoken and preached the 
longest is found at St. Thomas. We read with interest of 
the Lutheran work in British Guiana and Argentina. There 
are large groups of Lutherans in Brazil. One of these has 
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formed its own synod and is in process of severing its 
connections with the mother Lutheran Church in Ger- 
many from which many of its pastors and members came. 
One will find Lutheran churches in Bolivia, Colombia, and 


Uruguay. 


On the African Continent 

Cross the great Atlantic Ocean and you will find Luther- 
an congregations in Africa. There are numerous self-sup- 
porting congregations in the southern states of Africa. 
There is a great and growing native church in Tanganyika, 
and a similar one on the great island of Madagascar. Our 
U. L. C. work has been done in Liberia. The Sudan Mis- 
sion and other Lutheran work in the countries of North 
Africa also have been effective. In all 19 Lutheran mis- 
sions are witnessing in 11 different African countries. 
Over 700,000 African Christians are Lutherans, about 
12% of the Protestant population. 

Every Sunday U. S. armed forces personnel gathered in 
the small Lutheran churches in Oran, French Morocco, 
and in the lovely little Lutheran Chapel on the island of 
Capri, Italy. Many a U. S. navigator entered that small 
Lutheran Church, knelt in prayer and had communion 
with his God. 4 

In Eastern Europe : 

One does not have time to list the Lutheran congrega- 
tions in the Balkan countries and the more than a million 
Lutherans in Russia and in Poland. We know that at the 
same time that Lutherans migrated from Germany to the 
United States of America some of these same German peo- 
ple migrated east into the Volga area of Russia. They are 
still Lutherans. 


Way Down Under 

On the Island of Sumatra there is the Batak Lutheran 
Church, consisting of 500,000 native Lutherans. Their 
forefathers were taught the Word of God by Rhenish 
(German) Lutheran missionaries. Concerning them, Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry said recently, “They are the mightiest 
single native church to be found in the eastern half of 
the world today.” 

Two Lutheran missions operate in New Guinea. One 
was operated before the war by a German missionary so- 
ciety, that of Neuendettelsau, and the other by the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church. During the fierce fighting in these 
islands during the early days of the war when the Japan- 
ese forces won in the fight against us time and time again, 
the properties of these two missions were almost complete- 
ly destroyed. Some of the missionaries themselves suf- 
fered martyrdom at the hands of the Japanese. Today, 
through the help of Lutheran World Action this work is 
again being restored. 

There are Lutherans, too, in Australia and in New Zea- 
land. In Australia there are two synods actively at work. 


Lutherans Everywhere! 
This sketchy outline of the places where Lutherans are 
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It’s May and it’s spring-Let’s wax poetical 


Thou who hast made Thy dwelling fair 

With flowers beneath, above with starry lights, 

And set Thine altars everywhere 

On mountain heights, 

In woodlands dim with many a dream, 

In valleys bright with spring, 

And on the curving capes of every stream. 

Thou who hast taken to Thyself the wings of 
morning, 

To abide upon the secret places of the sea 

And on far islands, where the tide 

Visits the beauty of untrodden shores, 

Waiting for worshippers to come to Thee 

In Thy great out-of-doors! 

To Thee I turn, 

To Thee I make my prayer 

God of the open air. 
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The little cares that fretted me, 
I lost them yesterday 

Among the fields, above the sea 
Among the winds at play; 
Among the lowing of the herds, 
The rustling of the trees; 

Among the singing of the birds, 
The humming of the bees. 


The foolish fears of what may happen, 

I cast them all away 

Among the clover-scented grass, 

Among the new mown hay, 

Among the rustling of the corn, 

Where drowsy poppies nod, 

Where ill thoughts die and good are born— 
Out in the fields with God. 


—Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
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By M. Helen Smith 


I thank Thee, Lord, for strength of arm 
To win my bread, 

And that beyond my need is meat 

For friend unfed. 

I thank Thee much for bread to live; 

I thank Thee more for bread to give. 


I thank Thee, Lord, for snug thatched roof, 
In cold and storm, 

And that beyond my need is’ room 

For friend forlorn. 

I thank Thee much for place to rest 

But more for shelter for my guest. 


I thank Thee, Lord, for lavish love 

On me bestowed, 

Enough to share with loveless folk 

To share their load. 

Thy love to me I ill could spare, 

Yet dearer is Thy love I share. 
i —Anonymous 


Illustrated by Ruth M. Cover 
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News Notes 


@ COLUMBIA DISTRICT 


For the second successive year the 
Camas boys and the Longview girls took 
the Columbia District Luther League 
championship and trophies in basketball. 
Bight of the churches in the area have 
boys’ teams, and four of them have 
girls’ teams. 

The boys of Camas met the boys of 
Longview in the finals of the tournament 
and defeated them 35 to 31. In this 
same game, John Skimas, star of the 
Camas team, broke his own previous 
single game scoring record of 18 points 
by raising it to 21. He also broke his 
own total game record of 88 points by 
increasing it to 44 this year. 

It is reported that professional refer- 
ees kept the games moving along smooth- 
ly, and that, while competition was keen, 
the spirit throughout was thoroughly 
friendly and each side cheerfully and 
enthusiastically cheered the opposing 
team when good plays resulted in scor- 
ing. 

After winning the Pacific Northwest 
District championship in basketball, the 
boys team of St. James, Seattle, went to 
Camas to meet that undefeated team, 
champions of the Columbia District, and 
defeated them 28-23. At a banquet held 
the same evening the championship tro- 
phy for the Pacific Synod was awarded 
to the boys of St. James, Seattle. 


@® OHIO 


The ULC and ALC Luther League 
Federations of Toledo, Ohio, held a 
Lutheran Youth Rally, February 27, at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (ALC) in 
that city, with more than 350 young peo- 
ple in attendance. 

The message of the occasion was 
brought by the Rev. Carveth P. Mitchell, 
pastor of First Church (ULC), Mans- 
field, on the theme, “Jesus Over All.” Mr. 
John Schoen, German student at Capital 
University, Columbus, told the young 
people about the Christian organizations 
in Germany during the period of closing 
devotions which brought the rally to a 
climax. 

This was one of the first ULC-ALC 
youth rallies to be held in Toledo where 
the parent church bodies have large con- 
stituencies. The program was planned 
and supervised by a joint-committee rep- 
resenting both Federations. In addition 
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to the “steering committee”, five sub- 
committees worked out the details of the 
program. Arthur Peterson, Bethany 
Church, heads the ULC Toledo Federa- 
tion. 


& NORTH CAROLINA 


Three hundred Luther Leaguers of the 
Northern District of the Luther League 
of North Carolina assembled at St. John’s 
Church, Salisbury, on February 10th, to 
enjoy a Valentine Banquet. 

It was a gala occasion. The tables were 
decorated festively and clever Valentine 
place cards were used to mark the places 
of guests. The speakers’ table was beau- 
tifully adorned with a most attractive 
centerpiece made by Betty Shoaf. 

Two outstanding speakers ‘were on the 
program—Dr. Morris Wee, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Division of Student Service, 
NLC, and Miss Louise Marks, Secretary 
for Intermediates, LLA. Dr. Wee’s high- 
ly inspiring address set forth how the 
Luther League offers the answer to the 
three most pressing questions which con- 
front youth: Who Am IP Where Am I 
Going? and What Makes Life Worth 
Living? 

Miss Mark’s message centered in the 
idea of Luther League Advance—extend- 
ing the benefits of Luther League to 
more and more young people in our par- 
ishes and communities, using the slogan 
“50,000 by ’51”. To make this goal pos- 
sible, North Carolina will need to double 
its present membership, which ranks it 
as the second largest synodical League 
in the Luther League of America. 

Judge Archie Rufty was the toast- 
master for the occasion. Toby Rendleman, 
President of the Northern District, and 
Frank Barger, President of St. John’s 
were the committee in charge of arrange- 
ments. Carl Litaker of Statesville, was 
in charge of ticket sale. Miss Betty Scott 
Lentz, President of the Luther League of 
North Carolina, was a guest. 


SHORT LINES 


The youth of Salem Lutheran Church, 
Fremont, Nebraska, Rev. Fred W. Kern, 
pastor, enjoy the use of a Youth Center 
which has been equipped in the church 
building. This season more emphasis is 
being placed on the use of this equip- 


ment, which includes a music and read- 
ing room. The Young People’s Luther 
League is responsible for choosing the 
hosts and hostesses for the Center. 


The Luther League of New York State 
is enthusiastically supporting the Con- 
test for Intermediates being conducted 
by the Intermediate Department of the 
Luther League of America. It is encour- 
aging full-participation in the contest 
by all of its districts and, in addition, 
is offering an award of $25 to the con- 
testant who wins in the State finals, 
Niagara Falls, Memorial Day weekend. 
The only string on this prize is that it 
be used toward payment of expenses in 
attending ,the coming Roanoke Conven- 
tion of the Luther League of America. 
There will be no difficulty in having 
this requirement fulfilled because the 
winning contestant at Niagara Falls will 
want to compete in the national finals at 
Roanoke. 


New York State’s Western District, 
which includes Buffalo and vicinity, held 
an inspiring missionary rally on the after- 
noon and evening of Sunday, February 
6th, at Holy Trinity Church, Dr. Ralph 
W. Loew, pastor. The speaker was the 
Rev. Paul Erik Holmer, missionary on 
furlough from India. Pertinent discus-. 
sions were led by Rey. Ernest French, of 
Buffalo, and Rev. Donald Pihcaske, of 
Kenmore. The evening hour was devoted 
to a sacred concert by the District Choir. 


The Young People’s Group of the 
Luther League of Holy Trinity, Buffalo, 
has found a way to get successful group 
discussion. They report that their pastor, 
Dr. Ralph Loew, is preaching a helpful 
series of sermons which they are discus- 
sing. One such was, “Are Morals Just 
Standards We Have Agreed Upon?” .. . 
This group is generously helping a 
stricken Lutheran congregation near Ber- 
lin, Germany, as one of its current pro- 
jects. 


The Luther Leaguers of South Caro- 
lina are eagerly looking forward to their 
second Presidents’ Retreat. It has been 
arranged at the insistence of the last 
state convention, and will be held at 
Camp Barstow, “Y” Camp in Lexington 
County, not far from Columbia, April 
99-94. 
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The Luther League of Ohio is planning 
a Luther League Training School to be 
held at their Camp Mowana, near Mans- 
field, Ohio, Aug. 28—Sept. 3. Approxi- 
mately 75 Leaguers are expected to take 
advantage of this opportunity for train- 
ing in League leadership and Christian 
stewardship. 


Two of the Luther Leagues of Colum- 
bia, S. C., have been doing . something 
different during Lent. The League of 
St. Paul’s. Columbia, and that of Mt. 
Tabor, W. Columbia, have been holding 
special Lenten Devotionals in League 
just prior to the regular Wednesday even- 
ing Lenten church service. St. Paul’s 
meeting is a special Bible Study. That at 
Mt. Tabor is a Lenten Devotional. Both 
Leagues have found the experiment quite 
successful. 


It is reported that the Luther Leaguers 
of St. Peter’s Church, Salisbury, N. C., 
recently completed successfully a church- 
cleaning project which they had under- 
taken for a year. They admit that it was 
a rather long and difficult job but they 
now take considerable satisfaction in it. 
With the money they earned they plan 
the purchase of a new screen for use 
with a projector. 


The Luther League of North Carolina 
conducts what it calls a “Penny Parade” 
each December to raise funds for the 
Lutheran Children’s Home of the South 
at Salem, Va. Funds will be used in 
‘providing recreational facilities for the 
children at the home. A total of $1,388.44 
had been sent to their League treasurer 
for this purpose as of March 10. Largest 
amount came from the Northern District 
with 26 of the 33 Leagues contributing 
$419.12. 


Some of the State, Synodical, District 
and Conference Luther League papers 
are doing a fine job in helping spread 
the good news of the coming convention 
of the Luther League of America, Roa- 
noke, Virginia, August 15-19, 1949. 


The Luther League of the Minister- 
ium of Pennsylvania is conducting a 
synod-wide poster contest. All Leaguers 
of the body are eligible to enter posters 
in the contest, each of which is to pub- 
licize some League activity, no restric- 
tions being put on the activity, nor on 
whether or not the activity is local or 
conference. Each of the 10 conferences 
is conducting its own separate contest. 
The winners in the conference contests 
will contend for the “blue ribbon award” 
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of the synod. This award will be pre- 
sented at the coming Williamsport con- 
vention of the Ministerium League. Miss 
Evelyn M. Yeagle, Trappe, Collegeville, 
Pa., is in charge of the contest. 


The Luther Leagues of the Midwest 
Synod and of the Nebraska Synod united 
their efforts in a project to provide a 
pulpit and an altar for the chapel of 
Men’s Memorial Hall on the campus of 
Midland College, Fremont, Nebraska. 
On Sunday afternoon, February 6th, the 
furnishings provided by the League and 
others were dedicated by President Dr: 
Hieronymus, the sermon being delivered 
by Dr. Ritzen. 


It seems that the Johnstown District 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
Luther League has a unique way of en- 
couraging and helping Luther Leaguers 
to attend the coming Roanoke Conven- 
tion of the Luther League of America. 
They have ‘distributed Johnny banks to 
all of their local Leagues. The banks are 
to be returned at the time of their spring 
banquet, April 22, at First Church, 
Johnstown. 


The officers of the Chicago District 
of the Luther League of Illinois arranged 
a Lenten Retreat for their membership, 
holding it in each of three places at the 
same time. A common theme, “Lovest 
Thou Me?” bound the several meetings 
together. North Section met at Ascension 
Church, Wolcott and Cornelia Avenues, 
with Rev. A. Salstrom, of Belmont Park, 
as the speaker. West Section met at St. 
John’s, Maywood, with Rev. L. O. 
Cooperrider as the speaker. South Sec- 
tion met in People’s Church, 110th and 
State Streets, with Rev. R. Skyles as the 
speaker. Many Luther Leaguers then 
went to Rockefeller Chapel, University 
of Chicago, to hear the Carthage Col- 
lege A Capella Choir in their annual 
Chicago concert. 


The Luther League of the Canada 
Synod, always loyal to the total program 
of the Luther League of America, has a 
special project of its own—a Drama 
Festival. A local League may select its 
own play and prepare to dramatize it 
before a group of judges as arranged by 
the central committee. This particular 
project is not a new one with the Luther 
League of the Canada Synod; but it is 
meeting with new interest this year. 


Bethany Luther League, Batesville, In- 
diana, is one of the growing number of 


Luther Leagues which arrange an Easter 
Sunrise Service and follow it with an 
Easter Breakfast. 


@ REGIONAL CONFERENCES | 
There is always something new taking 
place in Luther League. For the first 
time (January and February, 1949) the 
Luther League of America held three 
Regional Conferences in as many differ- 
ent sections of the Church for the help 
and encouragement of state and synodical 
officers. With slight modifications, the 
same program was carried out in each 
of the three places: Chicago (Maywood 
Seminary), January 14, 15; Columbia, 
S. C. (Southern Seminary) February 4, 
5 and Philadelphia, Pa. (Muhlenberg 

Building), February 25, 26. 

Conceiving the synodical officers and. 
the national office as composing a work- 
ing team, the program attempted to dis- 
cover ways and means by which the 
team could function more efficiently. In | 
each case, the program got into full 
swing with the question of what the 
state and synodical Leagues were doing. 
This naturally let into how to extend the 
Luther League’s program to more young 
people, and how to use synodical ad- 
visors to good effect. 


On to Roanoke! 
August 15-19, 1949 
Theme: 


“WE FOLLOW 
CHRIST” 


iiss 


Southeastern Regional Conference, 
Columbia, S. C., February 4 and 5 
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LUTHERANS EVERYWHERE 
By THE REV. FRANK M. BROWN, U.L.C.A. Director L.W.A., Philadelphia, Pa. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
Why? To show young adult Lutherans the world- 


wide distribution of the people who share their 
faith as fellow-Lutherans; to discover the present 
plight of many of them; and to encourage the most 
generous kind of support for them in their need. 

How? Make this a map study. Divide the world 
into continents and point out the distribution and 
present state of the believers in those areas. Use 
current Lutheran World Action material to supple- 
ment the information here given. 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 
Hymn: “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 


(PSH 187; CYH* 158) 
Introduction of the Topic: Lutherans Everywhere! 
The Lesson: Matthew 25:31-46 
Original Prayer by the Leader 
Map Study and Discussion 
Offering (For Lutheran World Action) 
Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
(PSH 134; CYH* 149) 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of the U. L. P. H. 


@ SOME STATISTICAL STUDIES 

On the basis of baptized membership in 1926, the Lutheran Church 
ranked as the largest Protestant body in each of the following Was: 
cities; Albany, N. Y., Allentown, Pa., Altoona, Pa., Amsterdam, N. Y., 
Aurora, Ill., Bay City, Mich., Bayonne, N. J., Bethlehem, Pa., Buffalo, 
N. Y., Chicago, Ill., Cicero, Ill., Davenport, Iowa, Detroit, Mich., Du- 
buque, Iowa, Duluth, Minn., Easton, Pa., Elgin, Ill., Erie, Pa., Everett, 
Wash., Fort Wayne, Ind., Green Bay, Wis., Hagerstown, Md., Hammond, 
Ind., Harrisburg, Pa., Hazleton, Pa., Jamestown, N. Y., Jersey City, N. J., 
Johnstown, Pa., Joliet, Ill, Kenosha, Wis., LaCrosse, Wis., Lancaster, 
Pa., Madison, Wis., Mansfield, Ohio, Milwaukee, Wis., Minneapolis, 
Minn., Moline, Ill., New Britain, Conn., Norristown, Pa., Omaha, Neb., 
Oshkosh, Wis., Peoria, Tl., Perth Amboy, N. J., Quincy, Ill, Racine, 
Wis., Reading, Pa., Richmond, Ind., Rockford, Ill., Saginaw, Mich., St. 
Paul, Minn., Sheboygan, Wis., Sioux City, Iowa, Superior, Wis., Toledo, 
Ohio, Union, N. J., West New York, N. J., Wilkes-Barre, Pa., York, Pa. 

At the same time the Lutheran Church ranked as_ the second 
largest Protestant body in each of the following cities: Akron, Ohio, 
Bellingham, Wash., Brocton, Mass., Cleveland, Ohio, Cumberland, Md., 
Danville, Ill., Decatur, Ill., Highland Park, Mich., Hoboken, N. J., 
Holyoke, Mass., Kingston, N. Y., Lakewood, Ohio, Lansing, Mich., Lima, 
Ohio, Lincoln, Neb., Lorain, Ohio, Meriden, Conn., Muskegon, Mich., 
New York, N. Y., Niagara Falls, N. Y., Oak Park, Ill., Passaic, N. J., 
San Francisco, Cal., Sioux Falls, S. D., Springfield, Ohio, Tacoma, 
Wash., Waterloo, Iowa, Williamsport, Pa. 


@ WHY WE ARE INTERESTED IN LUTHERANS 


THE WORLD OVER 
1. The presence of Lutherans anywhere is evidence 


of the power of the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in that place. 
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2. We can learn from other Lutherans and they from 
us the lessons of Christian stewardship. . 

3. Our eyes are opened to the extensive work of the 
Lutheran Church. 

4. We can work through the Lutheran World Feder- 
ation and help one another through Lutheran World Ac- 
tion in the various spiritual and material ministries of the 
‘churches. 

5. Traveling as people do by ship and plane, we 
should have a keen desire to visit Lutheran churches in 
other countries. 

6. Our relatives, as well as young adult Lutherans, 
serving in the Armed forces in China, Korea, the Phil- 
ippines, New Guinea, Japan, Alaska, the West Indies and 
Europe should make a point of visiting the Lutheran 
churches and Lutheran work in these areas. 

7. Young men making extended business trips will do 
well to visit Lutheran churches in whatever town, city, or 
country they visit. 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 16-18) 
(Continued from Page 18) 


to be found is sufficient to make clear to our minds that 
the people who share a common confession of Christian 
faith with us are to be found everywhere. And the po- 
tential for good that is associated with such a large com- 
pany of Christ-confessing and Christ-serving people stag- 
gers the imagination. We thank God for it, and we pray 
that the day may soon be when this company may to- 
gether strive even harder for the evangelization of the 
world for Christ. 

Just now, however, large portions of our Lutheran Zion 
are in dire straits. They have suffered the disastrous con- 
sequences of war—with its wholesale loss of life and prop- 
erty, its placement of persons and its disestablishment of 
institutions, its interruption of the normal modes of life 
and work, with its consequent despair and lowered moral 
tone. Brethren to the rescue is the great cry, one which 
the Church in America especially, but not exclusively, has 
heard and which it is heading in its extensive program of 
Lutheran World Action. The Church can not continue to 
carry out this great program in Europe and Asia unless 
the rank and file of her members here continue to pour out 
their gifts for this greatest challenge that has ever con- 
fronted the Lutheran Church of the world. The sacrificial 
gifts of every one of us are needed. We must not “give 
until it hurts,” but give until it stops hurting. 
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JUNE 
The Church—Then and Now 


5—How the Church Was Born 
Acts 2:1-18 


12—Advance Through Storm 
Matthew 10:16-32 


19—Apostles, Prophets, Teachers 
4 Ephesians 4:11-13 


26—Where Our Synod Fits In 
Acts 15:6-11 


May topics for Young People were printed in the 
April issue of this magazine. 
sented those suggested for use in June. However, 
Luther League topics are undated these days, ex- 
cept for those which are to be used on Special 
Days. 

If you need the April issue, send 20 cents in 
coin with your request to Headquarters at Phila- 
delphia. It will be mailed promptly. 


THE CHURCH—THEN AND NOW: (1) HOW THE 
CHURCH WAS BORN 
Acts 2:1-18 


By THE REV. HERBERT D. DICHSEN, Southington, Connecticut 


@ NOTES FOR THE LEADER 


The word pentecost means fiftieth day. The 
day of Pentecost was so called because it was 
the fiftieth day after the first day of the Pass- 
over in the system of feasts observed by the 
Israelites. It was called also the Feast of 
Weeks (Exodus 34:22, Deuteronomy 16:10); 
it celebrated the completion of the harvest, 
much as our Harvest Festival or Thanksgiving 
Day services do, and as the Jews observed it 
it was an occasion for special giving of thanks 
to God. Another event celebrated on this day 
among them was the giving of the Law on 
Mt. Sinai. It was a high day in the Jewish 
calendar, and would therefore bring a large 
nymber of people to Jerusalem to celebrate it. 

The name, “the Holy Ghost’, as used in 
the Authorized Version of the New Testament 
and in the services and hymns and prayers of 
the Church, is the older form of the modem 
word “spirit.” The Church respects and con- 
tinues the use of old forms as long as their 
meaning is still clear; which is the case with 
this precious and oft-used name, “the Holy 
Ghost.” 

For yourself in preparation: Be sure to read 
the whole second chapter of Acts, not merely 
the verses appointed as the Lesson. 

It will be helpful to read the chapter in an- 
other translation of the New Testament, besides 
reading it first according to the Authorized 
Version. References in the topic marked “RSV” 
indicate they are taken from the Revised Stand- 
ard Version. 


@ THE PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 
(104 PSH; 65 CYH*) 

Responsive Reading (by Leader and another 
Leaguer, if all members cannot participate ) 
The Spirit of the Lord filleth the world: 
All hail the day of Pentecost, the coming of 

the Holy Ghost! 

I will pray the Father, and He shall give 
you another Comforter: 

That He may abide with you for ever. 

The Comforter, who is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in My Name: 

He shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you. 

When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He 
will not speak of Himself: 

He shall glorify Me; for He shall receive of 
Mine, and shall show it unto you. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost 
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and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance: 
God hath made this Jesus whom ye crucified 
both Lord and Christ. 
The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our 
spirits, that we are the children of God: 
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ. 
All hail the day of Pentecost, the coming of 
the Holy Ghost! 
The Scripture Lesson: Acts 2:1-18 
Hymn: “Blest Sprit, One with God Above” 
(107 PSH) 
Presentation of the Topic 
Prayer: O Heavenly Father, who didst send Thy 
Son into the world to be our Saviour: Grant 
us Thy Holy Spirit to lead us into ever grow- 
ing knowledge of Him and, through Him, of 
Thyself; make us conscious that, in the 
Spirit, Thou art ever present with us, ready 
to be our Helper and our Guide; may He 
strengthen our faith, confirm our hope, and 
increase our love, that we may come into 
that blessedness which Thou hast promised 
to those who put their trust in Thee; through 
the same, Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 
Offering 
Hymn: “Through the Night of Doubt and 
Sorrow” (137 PSH; 158 CYH*) 
Benediction-prayer (said in unison): The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all. Amen. 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 

the U. L. P. H 
@ THE TOPIC 

Two facts are connected inseparably 
in the record on Pentecost: the coming 
of the Holy Ghost, and the starting of the 
Church. That’s what He came for; and 
conversely, there would have been no 
Church without the coming of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Such statements, though, raise two 
questions right-off which require answers. 


Preliminary Clarification 
(1) How can we say the Holy Spirit 
came that day? It seems to imply He 


Herewith are pre- 
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Home-making 


1—Life Service Day 


8—Hearts in Harmony 
Genesis 24:67 


15—The Meaning of Marriage 
Ephesians 5:25-33 


22—-Why Be Married in Church? 
II Corinthians 6:14-16 


29—Unmarried and Happy Too! 
I Corinthians 7:7, 8;:32-35 


had not existed, or had not been work- 
ing, before then. Which is all wrong, of 
course! Yet, our Lord told the apostles 
on the day of His ascension: “Ye shall 
receive power, when the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Thus, there 
seems to be a contradiction. But that is 
solved when we remember the promises 
of our Lord (see the Bible readings be- 
low from the Gospel of John) that the 
teaching and guiding of the Holy Ghost 
would be about Christ, it would center 
on Christ! Certainly then, it was only 
after Christ was no longer visibly pres- 
ent among men that the Holy Spirit 
could manifest His presence and working 
in fuller measure, that men could be 
made conscious in a greater degree of 
His presence and working. That’s what 
happened on Pentecost. So in this sense, 
we have a right to say the Holy Spirit 
“came” that day. 

(2) How can we say the Church was 
born that day? St. Stephen spoke of 
“the church in the wilderness” (Acts 
7:38), referring to Old Testament days 
under Moses. But, of course, the full 
revelation of God was made in Christ; 
so the full sense of the Church could not 
be until Christ. But even on that basis, 
wasn't there a Church before Pentecost? 
Wasn't there a group, a fellowship, of 
men who believed in Jesus in the days 
of His fleshP That is true, as far as it 
goes; yet, we have to remember, the dis- 
ciples were primarily learners at that 
time. They were not yet a consciously 
organized group, with a consciously or- 
ganized program—for their own edifica- 
tion, and for drawing others into their 
company. ‘That consciousness became a 
reality only on Pentecost. Only then did 
the Church start as a going concern. 
In that sense, the Christian Church was 
“born” on that day. 

Now let us look more closely at the 
Scripture record (and we have to con- 
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sider the whole second chapter of Acts 
to get the full story) to see how the 
Holy Ghost worked that day. First of 
all, there were stirring and awe-filling 
happenings. 


Signs of the Spirit’s Presence 

One of those was the sound “like the 
rush of a mighty wind” (verse 2, RSV). 

The other was the appearing of what 
looked like flames, “tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of 
them” (verse 3, RSV). 

We cannot understand these happen- 

_ings, unless we realize they were mira- 
cles of the first order. Still, we can’t 
help realizing also they were something 
external_they wrought no effect in per- 
sons, in the apostles or the other men 
gathered there that day. What then was 
their purpose? . 

The answer seems clear: They were 
outward tokens to arrest the attention of 
the disciples—signals to tell them that 
the promised working of the Holy Spirit 
was now going to take place. We may 
describe them as the Holy Spirit’s way 
of “advertising” His presence among 
them. 

But the fundamental work He did was 
in persons, producing an effect in them. 


The Holy Ghost Establishes the Church 

And the first thing we note about how 
that was done is that it was (1) Through 
the declaring of a Message. (Or, we 
could say: the declaring of the Word. 
That’s what we mean when we speak of 
the “Word” of God; we mean the mes- 
sage which comes from, and is about, 
God. ) 

This is brought out in the 4th verse: 
“And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance.” Also, the exclamation in the 11th 
verse: ‘ . we do hear them speak in 
our tongues the wonderful works of 
God.” The fact of the apostles’ speaking 
in different foreign languages was a mi- 
raculous happening, indeed. But we 
should not miss the significance of the 
subject-matter which they spoke; for it 
was this which made the deepest im- 
pression on the hearers. That subject- 
matter is described as “the wonderful 
works of God.” 

And what those “wonderful works” 
were is indicated more specifically in the 
sermon of St. Peter (verses 14-36). An- 
alyze that sermon, you see it is all on 
Christ. First, it told of the glorious life 
Jesus had lived on earth among men 
(verse 22); then it spoke of the death of 
Christ at the hands of men, and for the 
sake of men (verse 23); quite as firmly, 
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‘works through Means. 


it proclaimed the resurrection of Christ 
(verse 32); and went on to the climax 
to tell of His ascension to authority and 
power (verse 33). 

So the Word of God declared that 
day was about the fullness of the revela- 
tion of God—in Christ, the Son of God. 
That was the means through which the 
Holy Ghost worked on men that day. 

The second thing to observe is the ef- 
fect this had on men; which was (2) 
the producing of faith. 

That’s what verse 41 brings out in 
telling that those who “gladly received 
his word (the word proclaimed by Peter ) 
were baptized.” That expression, “glad- 
ly received,” means: believed, had faith. 
Primarily we can say they responded in 
faith to the Message; but more deeply 
we know it was a response to the Per- 
son proclaimed by that Word—the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Stressing their faith, we do not over- 
look the fact that there was repentance 
linked up with the faith these men had 
(verse 37). Rightly understood, repent- 
ance always does accompany real faith. 
For repentance is the sense of sin, and 
the desire to get rid of sin—which a man 
feels when he looks on Christ; and faith 
is the assurance a man gets as he looks 
on Christ, that through Him there is for- 
giveness and strength to overcome his 
sins. 

We should realize also the wider sense 
of faith, as it was produced in those men. 


It was the urge of consecration, of want- , 
* ing to serve this Lord in Whom they be- 


lieved. They were moved to all kinds of 
works of love, in harmony with the char- 
acter and teaching of Christ—one exam- 
ple is their sharing of earthly goods with 
the poorer members (verse 45). This, 
too, was a result of the working of the 
Holy Spirit in them. 


The Holy Spirit Works Through Means 

In summary, we can note that there 
were certain phenomena which were 
“special” for the original Pentecost; they 
happened just that day, and we cannot 
expect them to be repeated. But there 
is one fact of continuing significance, on 
how the Holy Spirit always works in 
building the Church, and that is: He 
We have dwelt 
on the preaching of the Word that day. 
But we should not forget that Baptism 
was administered on Pentecost; and the 
Lord’s Supper (called “the breaking of 
the bread” in verse 42) was administered 
immediately following that day. So there 
were, at the very beginning of the 
Church, these Means of Grace—the Word 
and the Sacraments—-through which the 


Holy Ghost worked on men. And through 
these means, He still continues His work 
on men—in and through the Church. 


@® QUESTIONS 

What bearing on Foreign Missions 
does the fact that the apostles preached 
in many foreign languages on Pentecost 
(verses 4, 11) have? 

There are groups like the Pentecost- 
alists who insist that features of the or- 
iginal Pentecost event must be repeated 
in men today. What is wrong with this 
kind of thinking? What is right? 

Does the fact that the Holy Spirit pro- 
duces faith and virtue in a man relieve 
a person of responsibilityP (Look up 
Philippians 2:12, 13—in which one verse 
places the responsibility on man, and the 
next verse indicates that the inspiration 
and strength come from God. ) 


@ QUOTATIONS 

Certain it is that . . . for New Testa- 
ment Christianity, to be a Christian is 
to be a member of a living organism 
whose life derives from Christ. There is 
no other way of being a Christian. In 
this sense, Christian experience is always 
ecclesiastical experience. The Gospel of 
pardon reaches you and me through the 
mediation of the Christian society, the 
living body of believers in whose midst 
the redeeming Gospel of Christ goes out 
across the centuries and the continents. 
To say that Christ founded the Church 
and to say that He mediates to needy 
men the assurance of forgiveness, is to 
say one and the same thing. The Work 
of Christ is perpetuated only in the 
Church of Christ.—John S. Whale, in 
Christian Doctrine, page 128. 

A healthy dread of formalism in reli- 
gion has often worked out as an un- 
healthy indifference to all outward forms, 
and blindness to the truth that the life 
of the Church through its worship, min- 
istry, and sacraments is not a help to 
religion—it is religion.—J. S. Whale, ibid., 
page 136. 

How is the Church recognized and 
known in this world of time and sense? 
Who are its members? To say that God 
alone knows would be to make the 
Church irrelevant . . . Life in the spirit 
is never disembodied; it is incarnate in 
a Body whose organs are Word, Sacra- 
ments, and Ministry. Indeed, the visible 
Church is the divinely given medium 
whereby God’s sovereign grace is shed 
abroad.—J. S. Whale, ibid., page 140. 


@® HELPFUL READING 
Charles M. Jacobs, The Way, Ch. VIII, 
“The Holy Ghost” 
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Charles M. Jacobs, The Faith of the 
Church, Ch. XI, “The Holy Ghost” 


@ THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


John 14:15-18. Here is Jesus’ promise of a 
Helper to continue His work in the disciples, 
after He leaves them. ‘‘Comforter’’ is translated 
better in modern language as “Helper” (the 
basic sense of the word comfort is to strength- 
en, to make able). The Holy Ghost is our 
Helper and Guide in our faith and life as 
Christians. 


John 14:25, 26. The Holy Ghost is the Teacher 
of men on the truth of God. The center of 
that truth, the subject-matter on which the 
Spirit concentrates, is what Christ has taught— 
“whatsoever I have said unto you.” 


John 15:26, 27. Witness or testify means: To 
tell about. The central fact the Holy Spirit 
tells about is Christ. Not only the teachings 
of Christ (see the preceding Bible reference) 
but of Christ Himself; both the Person and 
His teachings. (Note that because the Spirit 
witnesses the truth of Christ to us, we are 
made able to tell it to others—verse 27.) 


John 16:7-11. When the Holy Spirit declares 
the Word of God centered in Christ, men will 


be awakened to a sense of their sin in not 
measuring up to the righteousness required by 
God; and that consciousnes of the judgment of 
God will lead them to repentance. 


I Corinthians v2:11-13. The stress on being 
members of “one body” refers to being mem- 
bers of the Church. Therefore, the meaning in 
saying, “For by one Spir:t are we all baptized 
into one body” (verse 13), is that the Holy 
Ghost does not merely work on individual per- 
sons, but that He brings individuals into a life 
together. That life-together is in the fellowship 
which we call the Church. 


Acts 1:12-14. After the Ascension of Jesus, the 
apostles had a mood of expectation as to the 
promise He had made (verse 8) about sending 
the Holy Spirit; they prepared for that expe- 
rience by “prayer and supplication.” There is 
need for a receptive mood before the Spirit 
can do anything in a man; he must believe that 
the Spirit can work, and be willing to let the 
Spirit work, in him. 


Acts 20:25-32. This is part of Paul’s address 
to a group of elders (pastors). For them and 
for the people committed to their charge, the 
means through which the Holy Ghost would 
work to build them up was the Word of God 
—-“the Word of His grace.” That is still the 
means through which the Spirit works to build 
lives in His grace. 


THE CHURCH—THEN AND NOW: (2) ADVANCE THROUGH STORM 
Matthew 10:16-32 
By THE REV. OTTO REIMHERR, Springfield, Ohio 


@ METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


The basic material included under this topic 
has been organized in the form of a narra- 
tion with ten characters who speak from the 
period. Select 11 members of the group to 
read or dramatize the readings. At least attempt 
to organize the reading a week or two before 
this topic is to be used. Elaborateness will de- 
pend upon the particular ability of your group. 
The narrator can be in the rear and the char- 


acters as they are to speak can speak from the °* 


front of the room. If the latter procedure is 
followed, either have them placed inconspicu- 
ously in the sides of the front or in costume 
of the ancient period. The selections can either 
be read from a scroll on which can be written 
the sect’ons of the material assigned to them 
or said from memory. If the room is plain, 
perhaps a dim light with the cross as the cen- 
tre of the worship setting might help to em- 
phasize the theme dealing with those who have 
home persecution or have given their lives for 
the cross. This can also be used as a chancel 
drama at a Luther League Vespers service. If 
you are not able to arrange your program in 
this way, perhaps a selected member of the 
group or an outside speaker could discuss the 
topic using the words of the ten characters as 
illustrative material. 


@ PROGRAM 
Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” 
(CYH* 207; CSB 344; PSH 216) 

Responsive Reading: Dignus est Agnus, CYH*® 
page 859; CSB Canticle No. 12, page 215; 
or Psalm 146 (CYH*, page 357; CSB. page 
207; PSH, page 46) 

Gloria Patri (sung or said) 

Lesson: Matthew 10:16-32 

Prayer: “O Almighty God, Who has knit to- 
gether Thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical Body of Thy Son, 
Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to fol- 
low Thy blessed Saints in all virtuous and 
godly living, that we may come to those 
unspeakable joys which Thou hast prepared 
for those who unfeignedly love Thee; through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever One God, world without end. Amen.” 

Followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Hymn: “O Where Are Kings and Empires Now” 
(CYH* 157; CSB 208; PSH 182) 
Offering: The offering for this evening could 
be used for Lutheran World Action or for 
Lutheran World Relief that those who have 
borne persecution in our day may receive 
material aid from us. 
The Topic: Advance Through Storm 
Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth To War” 
(CYH* 219; CSB 383; PSH 291) 
Benediction 


*Christian Youth Hymnal. new publication of 


the Use Pek. 


@ THE TOPIC 
Advance Through Storm 

Narrator: The voice of the ancient 
church may well say to our day: “When 
I was young I did not have the advan- 
tages you have.” With the passing of 
years, the Christian Church has gained 
power, position, prestige, and freedom. 
The story which is now to unfold will 
relate at how dear a price prestige and 
freedom were purchased by the saints 
who endured the storms of the first few 
centuries of Christian history. Yet they 
conquered through the help of the cross 
of Christ. Listen to one who knew per- 
secution amid the first great wave which 
swept across the Christian Church dur- 
ing the reign of the Emperor Nero in 
64 A. D. 

Mark: My name is John Mark. Per- 
haps you know me best for the gospel I 
have given you, written after this first 
storm had passed. I saw what even 
Roman historians recorded. Nero accused 
the Christians of setting fire to the city 
of Rome. In the persecution which fol- 


lowed, our brothers were tortured. They 
were covered with skins to appear as 
wild animals. They were torn to death 
by dogs. They were nailed to crosses, 
and set on fire as living torches to light 
the night. Strangely, we were accused 
of being haters of the human race. I sur- 
vived this trial of blood and death, but 
in it perished many, among them two 
of our beloved leaders, Peter and Paul. 

Narrator: Suffering did not stop for 
the Christian brotherhood. Toward the 
end of the first century A. D., the Em- 
peror Domitian began a systematic ef- 
fort to drive the Christians into exile. 
Members of his own household were ex- 
iled to little islands in the Mediterranean 
Sea. Among those who were taken into 
custody and imprisoned was John the 
Revelator who wrote back seven letters 
to the churches of Asia Minor and who 
spoke in this way: 

John the Revelator: I know your tribu- 
lation. Do not fear what you are to suf- 
fer. Behold, the devil is about to ‘throw 
some of you into prison that you may 
be tested, and you shall have tribulation. 
Be faithful unto death, remembering that 
the Saviour shall give you the crown of 
life. 

Narrator: The Christian path did not 
cease to be difficult. Several persecutions 
followed that of Domitian. One of his 
successors, Trajan, gave instruction to a 
special legate sent to Asia that Chris- 
tians should be punished. Those, how- 
ever, who denied their Christian faith or 
who worshipped the Roman gods should 
be pardoned. In the middle of the sec- 
ond century, Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, 
a city of Asia Minor, died nobly for the 
Christ. He had grown old in the service 
of His Lord. Listen to the words of a 
witness to the death of this faithful lead- 
er in the Church. 


Witness to the Martyrdom of Poly- 
carp: While Polycarp was held for hear- 
ing before the Pro-Consul, the Roman 
officer demanded of him that he revile — 
Christ. To this demand, Polycarp made 
his reply: “For eighty-six years, I have 
been His servant and He has done me 
no wrong. How can I now blaspheme 
my King Who saved me?” Such faith 
could not be stopped by mocking and 
scourging, chains and imprisonment. 


Narrator: Though the followers of 
Christ faced the mouths of lions, th-eat 
of death by fire, and killings by the 
sword, they nonetheless lived for Christ, 
dying the martyr’s death. Justin who 
wrote many books in the middle of the 
second century also earned the name of 
martyr. All history has known him by 
the dual name Justin Martyr. Trying to 
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defend his faith before the world, he 
has written memorable words. 


Justin Martyr: Formerly we hated and 
killed one another. Because of difference 
in nationality or custom, we refused to 
admit strangers within our homes. Now 
‘since the coming of Christ, we all live 
in peace. We pray for our enemies and 
seek to win over those who hate us un- 
justly in order that, by living according 
to the noble precepts of Christ, they may 
partake with us in the same joyful hope 
of obtaining our reward from God, the 
_ Lord of all. 

Narrator: As Justin has said, the Chris- 
tians had a goal in view in martyrdom. 
They sought not only to live at peace 
with those who were within the Church, 
“but also to be at peace with all men. 
But the secret of the life of the Church, 
was not only that they sought to live at 
peace, their emphasis was also strongly 
missionary, so that the lines were clearly 
drawn. Either the empire would give 
way or the Christian Church. As our 
story unfolds we see the conquest by the 
cross. In the same persecution that swept 
away Justin, Christians far north of 
Rome, in Gaul, in the city of Lyons and 
in the city of Vienna were martyred for 
their faith in 177 A. D. Hear the voice 
of one of the members of that Church 
who was sent south to Rome. From him 
it was possible to trace the story of the 
troubles of his times. 

Irenaeus: As my name suggests, I am 
a man of peace. I recall a letter we pre- 
- pared for the churches in Asia telling 
of the tortures. Some of our brothers 
were confined in the darkest and dirtiest 
sections of the prisons, were put into 
the stocks, with their feet being stretched 
beyond the bearing. Or we told of the 
trouble which overtook our esteemed 
leader Pothinus, who was dragged 
through the streets, struck with hands, 
and kicked by feet. When he was asked 
by the governor, “Who was the God of 
the Christians?” he replied, “If thou art 
worthy, thou shalt know.” 

Narrator: Because the power of Christ 
dwelt in the brotherhood, it was able 
to know the God Who alone can save 
men. One who would willingly have 
faced death was Origen, writer of more 
books than any other Christian of the 
early Church. Let us hear from him as 
he tells of his boyhood. 

Origen: In 202 A. D. the Emperor 
Severus, who was certainly well named, 
issued a decree forbidding conversions 
to Christianity. As a result of this de- 
cree, my father was executed and _ his 
property was taken away from us. We 
had nothing left. The last words that 
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my father received from us were these: 
“Take heed not to change your mind on 
our account.” I, too, wished to die, but 
I was kept from death by my mother. 
She hid my clothes so that I could not 
leave the house. 


Narrator: Saved from the sword by a 
mother who hid his clothes, Origen, great 
hero of the early Church, trained his 
brain. He was considered the greatest 
Christian scholar of antiquity. While al- 
most half a century passed without sys- 
tematic attempts to destroy Christianity, 
the Roman empire was decaying at a 
rapid rate. From time to time an em- 
peror would arise who believed that he 
could restore peace and prosperity to his 
lands by breaking the back of the Chris- 
tian Church. Such an emperor, Decius 
by name, arose in the middle of the third 
century. Origen, who as a young man, 
was saved. by his mother hiding his 
clothes, was now put in prison. Other 
Christians escaped the sword by becom- 
ing refugees, as have many Christians in 
our day. Others were sent to mines to 
labor in the toil that led to death. Lis- 
ten to a famous Christian, Cyprian, as 
bishop in North Africa, writing to his 
friends who had been condemned to 
work in the mines. 

Cyprian: Your limbs are unbathed, and 
are disfigured with dirt and filth, but 
within you are spiritually clean. The 
bread is scarce, but man does not live 
by bread alone, but by the Word of God. 
Shivering, you want clothing. But he 
who puts on Christ is abundantly clothed. 
Remember the words of St. Paul when 
he said: “The sufferings of this presenit 
time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed in us.” 


Narrator: For ten years in the middle 
of the third century, great disorder swept 
the empire. The Germans were invad- 
ing from the north. A war was going 
on with the Persians in the east. And 
a pestilence ravaged the empire as well. 
Strangely, the Romans said that the 
plague which killed human lives was due 
to offending the gods. They accused the 
Christians of being responsible. Yet in 
tones of Christian charity, Cyprian again 
spoke to his Christian brothers. 

Cyprian: We know persecution. But 
all about us are the sick and the dying, 
caused by the plague of which we have 
been unjustly accused. Only one way 
can we turn. We-must minister to those 
who are sick in the Name of our Lord. 
Let us remember Him in all things, that 
we prove worthy of .our birth. 

Narrator: As a result of all its trials, 
the Church was stronger. It was purified 
of those who were unworthy. With its 


morale improved as it met each storm 
with greater strength, what had been a 
handful of Christians became the most 
powerful minority in the Roman world. 
While they were subjected to resentment 
and suspicion, in the strength of their 
faith, the Church was not broken by the 
State and the Christian fellowship be- 
came ever more vigorous. The final turn- 
ing point in the period of persecution 
was the conversion of Constantine in 313 
A. D. Listen to the account of this em- 
peror as he tells us of his experience. 

Constantine: Just as the day began to 
decline in the afternoon, when I was en- 
gaged in battle with the enemies of the 
empire, after I had prayed, I saw a cross 
of light in the heavens, bearing this in- 
scription: Conquer By This. 

Narrator: With Constantine a Chris- 
tian, the decisive turning point was 
reached. Conversion to Christianity was 
legally allowed by his decree. Property 
lost by the Church during the persecu- 
tions was returned. Against hopeless odds 
within three centuries, the Church of 
Jesus Christ had marched across the 
world, to take the empire of Rome which 
had fought every step of the way. The 
cross of Christ had conquered three con- 
tinents and an empire. The faithful fol- 
lowers of the Saviour had marched 
through persecution. The victory was 
won by Christ and His people in the 
advance through storm. 

Sing the hymn: “The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War” (CYH* 219; CSB 383; 


PSH 290); 


@ LET THE WORD SPEAK 

Matthew 5:11-16. Jesus tells us of the suffer- 
ing servants of His Church. They shall find 
happiness and blessednes of life in the world. 
Notice that Jesus does not praise persecution. 
or suffering itself. We find blessing in that 
which we bear for His sake. Too often men 
think that opposition is of itself good. Some 
men like to blind the eyes of others about 
them with ,the brightness of witness to their 
own opinions; rather may the brightness of 
light point others the way to Christ. 


Matthew 5:43-48. Jesus urges love for enemies 
and persecutors. This is the way to show that 
we are true sons of our Father in heaven. A 
convert to Christianity ought to remember that 
he has entered a world governed not by fear, 
but by perfect love which casts out fear. Mob 
hatreds blind us today. Would it not be bet- 
ter for us to pray to God for our enemies and 
our persecutors? In all of life, we need to 
apply what E. C. Colwell has called: “The 
ruthless tenderness of Jesus,” cutting across 
every division and opposition established by a 
world which knows not Christ. 


John 15:12-20. Christ promises since He has 
been persecuted, so shall you be persecuted. 
However, one’s reaction to the promised per- 
secution should be tempered by the new com- 
mandment of Christ which even Christians are 
likely to forget: that we love one another as 
Christ has loved us. If we are joint heirs with 
Christ, we should not only inherit His suffering, 
but also His love. 
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John 15:20-27. If we are to share persecution 
with Christ, sometimes we shall not know where 
to turn. Picture yourself in the Nazi Germany 
of yesterday. Would you have been as sure 
of the right as many have felt they would have 
been in the same situation? Too often men 
talk of what they would do were they tested. 
Bragging about our spiritual strength is meaning- 
less. Christ promised, the Counselor, the Spirit 
of Truth, will come from God the Father, to 
lead us out of our perplexity. 


Acts 13:44-52. Persecution was driving Paul 
and Barnabas from place to place in the Ro- 
man world. They were not discouraged when 
they were thrown out of city after city. They 
would shake the dust off their feet. But more 
important, they were filled with joy and with 
the Holy Spirit. Faced with the opportunity of 
bringing the gospel to the Roman world, Paul 
resisted the temptation to lose heart and in 
return helped to conquer the world for Christ. 
Let us not weary and be too easily discouraged. 


Romans 8:35-39. There is no greater expres- 
sion of faith in the entire New Testament than 
this section of the letter to the Romans. All 
the tests of faith are here. Yet the love of God 


will not desert the believer. The love of Christ 
gives confidence amid all perils. 


Hebrews 11:32-38. There is a peril in believ- 
ing. Christ demands our best. The enemies of 
His Church may seek to destroy us. One young 
Christian pastor imprisoned in a concentration 
camp during the Nazi regime cried out from 
the window of his cell when he saw the brutal 
killing of two men in the yard nearby: “In the 
name of Jesus Christ, I testify to the murder of 
those two men.” The tortures and imprison- 
ments spoken of in the letter to the Hebrews 
are not a thing of yesterday. Christians con- 
tinue to suffer in the name of Christ. He com- 
mands our best in the worst possible circum- 
stances. 


Revelation 21:1-4. The reward of suffering is 
more than a consolation prize. Christians hope 
for more than survival of self. The Christian 
hope looks intently toward God’s salvation of 
mankind. Christian men and women must 
face futility and can not. despair. Let us then 
look .forward to the passing away of the form- 
er things to gain the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. The greatest reward shall 
come in a new heaven and a new earth. 


THE CHURCH—THEN AND NOW: (3) APOSTLES, 
PROPHETS, TEACHERS 
Ephesians 4:11-13 


By THE REV. RALPH R. HARTZELL, Allentown, Pennsylvania 


@ WORSHIP 
Hymn: “Singing for Jesus, Our Saviour and 
King” (257 PSH) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 19 
Prayer: “O Lord Jesus Christ, Who hast found- 
ed the Church for Thyself, and has promised 
to dwell in it forever: Enlighten and sanctify 
it, we beseech Thee, by Thy Word and 
Spirit; endue all pastors with Thy grace that 
they may with confidence and joy guard and 
feed Thy sheep; bless all who serve Thee in 
the government of Thy Church, in the care 
of Thy poor, in the ministry of Thy praise, 
and in the teaching of the young. Strength- 
en them in their labors; give them courage 
to witness a good confession, and cause Thy 
Church to increase more and more that. 
every knee may bow before Thee, and every 
tongue confess Thee, Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.” 
Lesson: Ephesians 4:11-13 
Hymn: ‘“‘Who Is On the Lord’s Side?” 
(159 PSH; 228 CYH*) 
Presentation of Topic 
Offering 
Announcements 
Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me, That I May 
Speak” (279 PSH; 260 CYH*) 
Lord’s Prayer : 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the? Ui) Ps) Hi: 


@ THE TOPIC 

It is true that at no time in recent 
history has the church received as much 
attention as in our immediate present. 
It is, therefore, very appropriate for 
youth to spend this month of June in a 
study of the church. The four presenta- 
tions in this issue of The Review are not 
exhaustive. The two previous topics are 
in the nature of an historical summary. 
It is the burden of this presentation to 
show forth, in outline, the opportunities 
for service in the church. These oppor- 
tunities have ever been of a similar na- 
ture, based upon the intent of the 
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church’s organization. The intent is the 
heralding of the Gospel, making known 
the fact that by the grace of God we are 
saved through faith in Christ Jesus. 


Founded on Such Faith 
“But whom say ye that I am”?—“Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
—“—upon this rock (faith) I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not 


~ prevail against it.” 


It was a faith that founded the church. 
It was a faith in Jesus Christ; a faith 
in a Christ who had been sent by a 
loving God to save a sinful people. 

Those who had such a faith became 
the church. They became this body of 
believers; this communion of saints. They 
became this body, in order that they 
might share a common blessing with one 
another, The church became a family. 
The family was interested in the wel- 
fare of each member. Thus they began to 
minister to one another. They shared 
words of comfort. They shared gifts of 
love. They shared words of correction 
and admonition. They did good deeds. 
They did all these things because they 
believed in a Christ who had come to 
render a like ministry to them; a ministry 
which was based on the hope that it 
might strengthen and promote a faith in 
a loving God. 

But this family, the church, was not 
just interested in itself. It was, from the 
beginning, a mission family; a family 
with a mission. ( “Go ye into all the 
world”). A family that could not contain 


its blessings, but was impelled to shar 
them. 

This consciousness of a mission brought 
about the need for statements of purpose. 
Such statements of purpose are to be 
found ,in the Scriptures. A_ scriptural 
statement of purpose is found in our 
guiding scripture (Ephesians 4:11-13). 
In order to fulfill this purpose, the in- 
dividual members of the church family 
are given something to do. “And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers’. (Ephesians 4:11) These words 
can be interpreted as a general invitation 
for the use of diversified talents in the 
heralding of the Gospel. God gave us 
abilities to be used for the purpose of 
winning men’s hearts for’ Him. Some 
have one gift, some three, some five. 
Some can preach; some can teach; some 
can serve; some can give. Some:can do 
all of these things. For the use of all these 
gifts the family of believers (the church) 
has always provided opportunities. 


In the Early Church (Then) 
Congregational Tasks 

There were those in the early church 
who tried to carry the whole task of the 
church on their individual shoulders. 
This was especially true of those whom 
we know specifically as the Apostles. 
Their desire was to repeat what they 
had heard and seen. They wanted to tell 
what Christ had said, and what He had 
done. Some among them were primarily 
preachers. All of them could be desig- 
nated as teachers. But their tasks soon 
became larger in scope and greater in 
number. As the families (churches) 
grew, there were more and greater family 
problems. There were widows and needy 
children. There were poor people, who 
needed special help. (Inner Missions 
began when the church began). 

These needs called for different talents. 
Those who were equipped primarily to / 
teach and preach were to be relieved 
of serving tables. Others were called to 
minister in their stead. 


Beyond Their Own 

The early church knew the gospel was 
meant for others. The call to bring the 
gospel came from surrounding communi- 
ties (“Come over into Macedonia and 
help us”). This was the missionary ‘all. 
As someone has said—“They sent their 
best.” Paul went into all the world and 
preached the gospel. The early churches 
were asked to help. They were told to 
send gifts to needy churches. This might 
have been the beginning of the Steward- 
ship movement as we now know it, Paul 
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asked for collections to be made. Some- 
one had to be responsible for these col- 
lections (offerings). This gave a call to 
another talent, yea of the highest art, the 
talent of procuring monies. 

Preaching and teaching, and doing 
works of Christlike love comprised the 
extent of service opportunities in the lit- 
tle family of churches. Carrying the Gos- 
pel of saving grace, and bringing small 
tokens of love from the little family of 
churches, gave opportunities for the rug- 
ged missionary Paul and his young help- 
ers. It all sounds very simple. But only 
those who were strong of character and 
full of courage could possibly serve in 
those days. From these simple begin- 
nings, based on a single purpose, has 
grown our present church with all its 
vast organization and corresponding op- 
portunities for service, based on the same 
single purpose—making known the fact 
that by the grace of God we are saved 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 


The Church of Today (Now) 

The vastness and corresponding com- 
plexity of organization, of Today’s 
Church, might cause us to believe that 
the type of leadership needs are quite 
different. This is not true. Fundamentally 
the opportunities for service are quite 
the same. The qualifications are no less 
similar. There is, however, one factor 
that makes a vast difference in the use 
of present talents. We are living in an 
age of specialization, 

This is true in all walks of present- 
day life. The family doctor no longer 
finds himself in the practice of pulling 
teeth. He sends his patients to the den- 
tist. So the minister no longer trains the 
future minister in his study. That is the 
job of the College and Seminary. 

The phases of the church’s work have 
been specialized. In order to carry out 
this specialization the church has been 
organized; highly organized. You will 
hear about this in your next topic. So 
we have the Church’s— 


Teaching Ministry 

This offers all kinds of special oppor- 
tunities. We need teachers in our schools, 
our Colleges and Seminaries.. We have 
need for leaders in our Camps. There is 
a field for those who produce the litera- 
ture used in our Sunday Schools, Luther 
Leagues, Women’s Societies, and Brother- 
hoods. We are constantly feeling the 
need for Parish Workers, who will devote 
their lives to the educational work in our 
congregations. There is a constant call 
for teachers in our Mission fields. So 
the Teaching Ministry has created a 
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multitude of opportunities for those who 
have special talents in this field. 

As long as there are people who need 
God’s Word, as long as God is interested 
in saving people from sin, just as long as 
God does not call a halt to all human 
life, there will be need for the 


Preaching Ministry 

The number of Preachers has never 
really exceeded the need. There have al- 
ways been (and there are now) multi- 
tudes of communities that are in need of 
a preacher (pastor). Our Home Mission 
Board has been crying for help. Here 
is a special field for those who love 
people, and who love their Lord. 

The last phase of the Christian min- 
istry offers an abundance of opportuni- 
ties for special talents. It is the ministry 


of 


Merciful Service (Inner Missions) 

All social relationships can be classi- 
fied under this category. Here is a place 
for the Christian doctor and nurse. Here 
is an opportunity for those who would 
minister to the orphan, the widow, the 
homeless of every description. Here is 
the chance for the twentieth century 
Samaritan. Are you interested in the 
basic institution of society—the family? 
Then you can devote your entire life to 
this area. Never has family life: been in 
need of so much help and study. Then 
there is the vast area of institutional life. 
The call comes from the Hospitals, Or- 
phanages, Prisons. There is no end to 
the enumeration of needs for special 
help of every kind. 

A vast new field is open for those who 
in a broader manner would give their 
lives to the Christianization of human re- 
lationships. This is the field of civic life. 
There is a place for the Christian Worker, 
who loves people, in the field of indust- 
rial relationships. There is a crying need 
for the christian statesman in local, na- 
tional, and international government. 
Men like Dr. Otto Fred Nolde, of inter- 


national fame, need to be added to and 
multiplied. 


There is a vast area in which every 
Christian can find opportunity for Chris- 
tian service. Every Christian young man 
and young woman who truly loves his 
Lord has one or more talents, by which 
he or she should dedicate to Christ for 
His service. 


@ INSPIRED BY HIS WORD 


Matthew 16:13-18. The conviction of Peter 
is the emblem that inspired souls in his day. 
Without conviction there can be no sincere ex- 
pression, in outward sign. A man’s soul has 
to be captivated before his body becomes the 
instrument for productive action. Such pro- 
found conviction is the need of today; that the 
Church may come to new life. 


I Corinthians 12:27-31. We have a place in 
Christ’s Church. Our place is not determined 
by a choice of degree in faith. Our place is 
determ’ned by what we know we can do by 
virtue of the gift (the talent) that is in us. 


Luke 13:6-9. There is an element of time in 
the fulfilment of life’s purpose. God has given 
us a place and a time in which to show our 
labors of love in His Church. May we not 
miss the oportunity to serve when Christ places 
His finger on us. 


John 15:1-8. We have a source of strength in 
all that we do in the Church. Never are we 
alone in the task. We are attached to Christ. 
He is our life. With such a closeness we can- 
not help but to bear fruit, and thereby glorify 
our heavenly Father. 


Ephesians 2:20-22. Not only are we joined 
with Christ in this glorious fellowship of serv- 
ice. We are joined with the glorious company 
of fellow-believers. This idea is receiving new 
life in our time. Our common needs have 
united our common bonds. Lutheran World 
Action has hastened Lutheran World Federation, 
perhaps Lutheran unity. A temple builded to- 
gether, for the indwelling Christ. 


Matthew 18:15-18. Our activity in and through 
the Church can make us real instruments of 
peace, even on a world-wide scale. Peace like 
charity has a beginning at home. The fellow- 
ship of the Church is a beginning for a wider 
peace. The opportunities for Christian action 
in the Church make us grow to a more Christ- 
like action outside the Church. 


Galatians 6:1-4. When you serve in and through 
your Church in the spirit of Christ, you become 
the healing instrument the world needs today. 
The greatest need is for an overabundance of 
the forgiving and loving spirit of Christ. <A 
whole world has been overtaken in a fault. 
Our greatest task as Christians through the 
Church, is to love the world back to the heart 
of Christ. 


THE CHURCH—THEN AND NOW: (4) WHERE OUR 
: SYNOD FITS IN 
Acts 15:6-11] 


By THE REV. JOHN P. SHANNON, Billings, Montana 


@ PREPARATION AND METHOD 


This topic is quite factual and can be pre- 
sented most effectively by five Leaguers in a 
panel discussion. Warmth and color may be 
added in part two, during the discussion of 
“The Background of Our Synod.” Either at 
this place, or following the topic as a whole, 
colored slides, photographs, or charts may be 
shown, which picture the life and work of the 
synod today. Pictures of Bible camps, semi- 


naries, colleges, welfare homes, synod head- 
quarters, etc., can be assembled to portrav the 
life of the synod in an interesting way. Charts 
which picture the organization of the ULCA 
—number of synods, membership, etc., may be 
disp'ayed; a map picturing the geographic lo- 
cation of the synods of the ULCA or at least 
one’s own synod may be made. Such displays 
will create an atmosphere that will stimulate 
thought and lead to questions and ready dis- 
cussion. 
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@ PROGRAM 

Hymn: “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 
(186 PSH) 

Psalm 122 or 19 (read in concert) 

Gloria Patri (sung or said) 

Scripture: Acts 15:6-11 

Offering (Special music) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: ‘The Church’s One Foundation” 
(185 PSH; 148 CYH*) 

Presentation of Topic and Discussion 


Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers” 
(189 PSH; 212 CYH*) 
Prayer: ‘Almighty God, Who, in Thy Holy 


Word, hast given us a rule of faith and life: 
Grant us by the teaching of the same to 
have courage and wisdom to devise, and 
grace and strength to act, to the end that 
Thy ministers and congregations may be es- 
tablished and comforted, Thy Gospel every- 
where purely preached, Thy kingdom among 
men extended, and Thy people, knowing the 
riches of their heavenly calling, may be one 
in the faith and confession of Thy saving 
truth, and in communion with one another. 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with 
Thy most gracious favor, and further us with 
Thy continual help; that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in Thee, ‘we 
may glorify Thy Holy Name; and finally, by 
Thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever One God, world without end. Amen.” 
Benediction 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
ther Ul a Pas bie 


@ THE TOPIC 
Introduction 

This is the last topic in the series “The 
Church Then and Now’, and concerns 
“Where Our Synod Fits In.” We shall 
pose a number of questions which the 
members of our panel will discuss. Each 
member of the panel will speak in an- 
swer to one of the specific questions. 
When he has concluded, other menabers 
of the panel may add comments. After 
all questions have been discussed by’ the 
panel, the audience may then ask speci- 
fic questions of the individual speakers 
in accord with the question each one has 
discussed; or, members of the audience 
may offer statements of fact and knowl- 
edge related to the general subject, which 
will help to answer the primary ques- 
tion, “Where Our Synod Fits In’. 


The first question posed is 


What Is a Synod? 

. and will be discussed by .... 

A Synod is a religious corporation 
which has been organized for the pur- 
pose of uniting a number of congrega- 
tions within a certain area into a corpor- 
ate body. Such a corporation can receive, 
acquire, hold, manage, and control real 
and personal property; it can receive and 
hold in trust such property for missions, 
congregations, schools, societies; it may 
furnish aid and assistance or loan money 
to congregations or schools, to enable 
them to found churches, schools and 
charitable institutions. 
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It is apparent from these few remarks 
that synods have come into being for 
the purpose of facilitating the founding 
of missions, schools, charitable institu- 
tions, in a much more effective and efhi- 
cient manner than could be done by 
individual congregations. 

The desire for fellowship has played 
a large part in the formation of synods. 
Congregations composed of people of 
the same nationality, carrying on similar 
traditions of worship and life, have been 
drawn together. We see evidence of this 
in almost every synod. One synod will 
be seen to have been composed mostly 
of German congregations at the start, 
another of Swedes, another of Norwe- 
gians. Some were drawn together because 
of the desire for fellowship between con- 
gregations that were ministering to those 
who desired the faith of the fathers in 
the English language. 

In the very early days of the Lutheran 
Church in America, most congregations 
had their ties with the Churches in their 
homelands. After awhile it was seen that 
these independent churches must unite 
if they were to survive. The first pastor 
who came to our land to do this was 
our own Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlen- 
berg. 

However, that which gave the synods 
their strength, was the fact that they 
were formed on the basis of a common 
confession of Faith. This is the binding 
force above all others that holds our 
people and our Lutheran Church to- 
gether. An individual must accept the 
truth of the Lutheran Confessions to be- 
come a member of the congregation. A 
congregation must accept these same 
confessions if it is to become a member 


of the synod. And the synod must ad- 


here to these confessions if it is to be a 
member of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

A synod, then, is a corporate body, 
composed of individual congregations. It 
is made up for the most part of congre- 
gations having the same linguistic and 
national background, but always of con- 
gregations that adhere to the same con- 
fessions of Faith. In most instances they 
have been formed by congregations in a 
limited geographical area. 


The second question is— 


What Is the Background of Our Synod? 
and will be discussed by’.... 
(Material for this presentation may be 
gathered from the pastors’ study. The 
pastor will know many facts. The con- 
stitution of the synod will offer other 
facts. If there ‘is a history of the synod 
available, this will be an excellent source. 


Any book on American Lutheran Church 
History will provide a wealth of infor- 
mation. One’s own congregational record, 
if the congregation is old in years, will 
provide many facts. The minutes of the 
ULCA and the bodies that formed it, will 
tell much. ) 


The third question is— 


What Is the Synod’s Relation to 
the Congregation? 
and will be discussed by ... . 
The congregation is the primary unit. 
The synod has only that power which 
the congregations have delegated to it 
through their representatives assembled 


_in convention. For example, to the syn- 


ods have been delegated the power to 
train, examine, and ordain all candidates 
for the ministry. The discipline of these 
servants is also the responsibility of the 
synod. When the synod in convention has — 
agreed on any matter, the synod may 
discipline any congregation that does not 
conform. Discipline of individual laymen 
is left to the congregation; but a layman 
may appeal to the synod if placed under 
discipline by his congregation. 

The duties and powers of one synod 
are stated to be: 

1. To maintain and extend the King- 
dom of God by the pure preaching of the 
Word and the right administration of 
the Sacraments. 

2. To decide questions of doctrine, 
worship, duty, and discipline. 

3. To devise and execute wise and 
scriptural plans for the education of the 
young, the increase of a godly and effi- 
cient ministry, the diffusion of sound 
literature, and the prosecution of the mis- 
sionary and charitable operations of the 
Church. 

4. To receive, oversee, and dismiss ~ 
ministers and congregations. 

5. To co-operate with other synods 
through a general body in the larger 
work of the Church. 


The fourth question is— 


_ How Is the Synod Related to the ULCA? 
and will be discussed by .... 

Here again the relations is much like 
that of the congregation to the synod. 
The synod, in this instance, is the pri- 
mary unit. The ULCA has only that 
power which the synods have delegated 
to it through their representatives as- 
sembled in convention. The constitution 
of the ULCA presents the three-fold re- 
lation very clearly: 

“Article III, sec. 1—All power in the 
Church belongs primarily and exclusively 
to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
the Head of the Church. The power is 


. 
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not delegated to any iman or body of 
men. 

Sec. 2—. . . the Church has no power 
to bind the conscience except as she 
teaches and faithfully commands what 
He has charged her to command. 

Sec. 3—Congregations are the primary 
bodies through which power committed 
by Christ to the Church is normally ex- 
ercised. 

Sec. 5—The representatives of congre- 
gations convened in Synod and acting in 
accordance with their Constitution are, 
for the ends defined in it, representa- 
tively the congregations themselves, and 
have the right to call and set apart min- 
‘isters for the common work of all the 
congregations; whose representatives they 
become, and as such also members of 
the Synod. 

Sec. 6—Congregations representatively 
constituting the various Synods may elect 
delegates through those Synods to rep- 

resent them in a general body, all deci- 
~ sions of which, when made in accord- 
ance with the Constitution, bind so far 
as the terms of mutual agreement make 
them binding, those congregations and 
Synods which consent to be represented 
in the general body. 

Article VII, sec. 2—The ULCA shall 
have power to deal with internal matters 
that affect all its constituent Synods or 
the activities of the ULCA as a whole, 
except that when the operation of such 
power takes place within the domain of 
any of the Synods their consent and co- 
operation must first be secured. 

Sec. 4—If Synods have had due and le- 
gal opportunity to be represented in the 
convention of the ULCA, they are bound 
by all resolutions that have been passed 
in accordance with this Constitution. But 
every Synod retains every power, right 
and jurisdiction in its own infernal affairs 
not expressly delegated to the ULCA. 

Sec. 6B— . . . the ULCA shall have the 
right, when it deems that loyalty to the 
Word of God requires it, to advise and 
admonish concerning association and afh- 
lation with non-ecclesiastical and other 
organizations whose principles or prac- 
tices appear to be inconsistent with full 
loyalty to the Christian Church, but the 
Synods alone shall have the power of 
discipline. 

Article XIV, sec. 1—No Synod shall 
alter its geographical boundaries without 
the permission of the general body. 

Sec. 2—Synods shall give advice to 
their ministers and congregations con- 
cerning doctrine, life and administration, 
and shall exercise such disciplinary meas- 
ures as may be necessary.” 

The fifth question to be discussed is— 
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What Is My Relation to My Synod? 

and will be discussed by .... 

The scripture reading for this topic 
(Acts 15:6-11) offers us two lessons. 
First, that the early Church gathered to- 
gether occasionally for conference on 
matters of doctrine and practice. Second, 
that they were bound together by one 
faith (verse 11), “we believe that we 
shall be saved through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, in like manner as they.” 

Our topic has repeatedly brought out 
that as congregation, synod, or ULCA, 
the binding element and decisive factor 
is our one-ness in Faith, our common 
confession. Therefore, it may well be 
said that the synod is the Church, even 
as the congregation is the Church, and 
the ULCA is the Church. I, as a member 
of the Church, ought to do all in my 
power to facilitate the work of my synod. 
I ought to give generously of my money 
for the benevolent program. I ought to 
share my wisdom and talent when called 
upon to serve as delegate to ‘synod. I 
ought to respond gladly when called 
upon by the synod to carry on its pro- 
gram in my congregation. 

My synod is my reaching arm by which 
I am able to join hands with countless 
other believers to multiply my efforts in 
the service of the Lord. It is also my serv- 
ant and prepares many helps for my 
use in my own congregation. It is my 
adviser, my guide, protector of my Faith. 
My synod is above all else, people; a 
peculiar people, a people banded _ to- 
gether in Christian Faith. .I am an es- 
sential part of my synod. Its perfection, 
its service, its worth, is determined by 
me and my brethren in our congregational 
fellowship! 


® LEADS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Who is our synodical president? 
What other officers does the synod have? 

2. Are any members of our congrega- 
tion serving on any synod committees? 

8. What does our congregation con- 
tribute to the support of the synod? 

4. What institutions does our synod 
support? College — Seminary — Welfare 
Agency—Orphanage—Old People’s Home 
=? 

5. How many synods are there in 
the ULCA? Do any other synods have 
churches in our area? 

6. Have any of our leagues attended 
a synodical convention? If so, what was 
their what impressed them 
most? 


reaction; 


® BIBLIOGRAPHY 

See part two of the topic. 

Additional references for part four of the topic 
—ULCA Constitution, Article III, Sec. 4, 7; 
Article V, Sec. 1. 


@ WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 


John 17. Note especially the statement concern- 
ing Life Eternal (verse 3), the work of the 
Christian (verses 17,18), the desire for unity 
(verses 19-23). 


John 21:15-17. Note the emphasis to the ef- 
fect that if you love Christ, then serve Him. 


Matthew 28:18-20. A reminder of the task of 
the Church. 


Matthew 16:18-19. Note that the Church was 
established on the basis of Peter’s confession 
and given authority. Compare this with the 
basis for membership in a synod, and with the 
authority of the synod. 


I Corinthians 11:23-26. Note the emphasis on 
the Sacrament as an evidence of faith and a 
binding influence. 


I Corinthians 16:1-13. Here is brought to our 
attention the fact that the early Church, though 
quite divided geographically and racially, was 
one in spirit and closely knit with the Mother 
Church in Jerusalem. This account tells of the 
offering received in Asia for the aid of the 
suffering Church in Judea. 


Acts 1:4-9; 2:1-4. Here is told the birthday 
of the Church. It reminds us that the Lord 
established the Church; it is His work; His 
power and guidance makes the Church a re- 
ality, extends it and protects it. It is for us 
to serve in faith under the guidance of His 
Holy Spirit! 


Party Suggestions for May 
(Continued from Page 15) 


wrong time, while all the others are 
cheering. The first player who makes a 
mistake of this kind must make the next 
speech, etc. 

10. Forbidden Words. At the begin- 
ning of the evening, the leader hands to 
each guest a small paper bag containing 
20 bean seeds, and announces that a 
certain word, such as “yes”, which is 
likely to be commonly used in conver- 
sation, is not to be used by the guests 
during the evening. Anyone who uses 
the prohibited word must pay a fine to 
the player with whom he is conversing, 
the fine to be one bean seed from his 
bag. When the leader desires it, a gen- 
eral count is made, and the player who 
has acquired the most seeds is the win- 
ner. This creates more excitement than 
one would imagine! 
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Anniversary in the Caribbean 


(Continued from Page 3) 
to the rally. No, I did not address them in Spanish. 
Although some of the older young people do understand 
English, for they study it in the upper grades in school, 
they proposed that I preach the sermon in English after 
which their pastor translated the message for them. 

The second rally was in Bayamon, a suburb of San 

Juan. This meeting was for all the Luther Leaguers in the 
city churches. More than 250 came to this meeting. A 
choir, under the direction of Miss Lorainne Wiggan, a 
missionary from the States, sang at this service. Miss 
Ada Elsa Bermudez, a graduate of Wagner College and 
native Puerto Rican, sang a solo. 
One gets the impression that the Lutheran church in 
Puerto Rico is a young people’s church. Fine, outstanding, 
young businessmen are in the church and are giving their 
talents to leading in the church. The choirs are made up 
of young people. The president of the Luther League 
of Puerto Rico is a graduate student at the University of 
Puerto Rico. Other officers of the organization also are 
students there. ; 

They have a Luther League convention of all the mem- 
bers in Puerto Rico once a year. They report that more 
than 300 young people attend these conventions. 

Two or three things impress themselves upon you as 
you observe these Lutherans in the islands: First, the 
Lutheran Church means much to them in a place where 
the Roman Catholic Church has the following of the vast 
majority; second, there is an earnestness about their ex- 
pression of love for Christ which you know is serious and 
sincere. A third thing which impressed me was the way 
they sing. You really should hear them sing the Luther 
League Rally Hymn, “O Christians, Leagued Together!”— 
in Spanish, of course. 

I have told you briefly about the work of our churches 
in the Islands. Of course, that is worth going to the 
Caribbean to see. If I have the opportunity, I shall tell 
you later about some of the interesting scenes, peculiar 
customs, and consecrated Christians there. 


The Growth of a Plan 


(Continued from Page 5) 


of his colleagues in the LLO which in its most recent con- 
vention adopted the plan and took steps to promote it 
among its members and the members of the congregations 
in the Ohio Synod of the ULCA. 

George Billman, student at Wittenberg College, is cur- 
rent president of the LLO and is serving as sparkplug in 
the movement to put “Christ in Every Purse” among his 
fellow Leaguers. Local Leagues are also presenting the 
plan to Sunday Schools and to their congregations. George 
reports a personal experience in this fashion, “My kid 
sister told me that her friends were impressed. A lot of 
kids looking into her billfold tone down when they see the 
picture of Christ.” 
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Book-of-the-Month Club 


SELECTIONS FOR MAY 


For Intermediates and Seniors 


“| HEARD OF A RIVER” 
By Elsie Singmaster 
$2.50 


This Singmaster story is of a German-Lutheran boy, 
accompanied by his cherished rifle and its secrets, who 
comes from his homeland to Lancaster County, Pennsyl- 
vania. He has traveled there with a band of Mennonites. 
The story portrays the trial of sincere devout people who 
played an important part in the early history of the 
colonies. 


The John C. Winston Company 


“THE PURPLE TIDE” 
By Leland Silliman 
$2.50 


Marvin Bradley makes his senior year at Oakmere High 
count. He had waited until now to get on the: varsity. 
His High School baseball and basketball team have been ~ 
the butt of jokes in the sports-crazed community. Of 
course, Mary was an inspiration in building a winning 
team with Marvin as the hero. 


The John C. Winston Company 


For Young People 
wl PAULS 
By Lester Wolf 


The Concordia Publishing Company $2.95 


You will read the story of the Apostle Paul’s remark- 
able life, his unconquerable faith, great zeal, and devotion 
to duty in I, Paul. The use of the first person singular 
gives this imaginative yet factual account an unusual per- 
sonal appeal. 


307 pages 


“When we present “Christ in Every Purse’,” says George, 
“we always remind the people that worship of the picture 


- of Sallman’s Christ is idolatry, but the worship of Christ 


is true Christianity. Most of us carry pictures of our 
friends in our billfolds, so why should not each of us carry 
a picture of our Best Friend?” 


BE A GOOD LEAGUER! 


1. He is a faithful worshipper and comunicant. 

2. He is eager to learn more about the Christian life. 

3. He cherishes God’s Word and studies it in private 
and public. 

4. He attends Church, Church School, and. Luther 
League. 

5. He cultivates daily devotional habits. 

6. He cheerfully assumes responsibilities that come to 
him as a Christian—at home, at church, at school, at large. 
7. He faithfully discharges all such responsibilities. 

8. He witnesses to his Lord by lip and life. 
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Ee seriea sua: SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


mented for our use. (Co-educational ) SELINSGROVE, PA. 


Especially suited to the interest orris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


of high schoolers. An Accredited College Stressing : 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


Price 75 cents 


Order from 


: A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
Luther League of America An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


“A Good College for Young Men and Women” Rerid! é College 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- Founded 1842 SALEM, VIRGINIA Co-Educational 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Spiritually Sound Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 
New admissions in February, », and September. 
For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President gS Bs me aa en 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


CH eee THIEL COLLEGE 


Devoted to Education GREENVILLE, PA. 
has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recognition as a reds 
strong liberal oe college: awe oe eee pepieds, A Christian College 
Wittenberg develops the well-rounded student—intellect- H 0 
ually, spiritually, physically, socially. of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Write for the Catalog and View Book Co-educational Fully Accredited 
WITTENBERG COLLEGE For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 

Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


@ Only Lutheran Intermediate 
topics series in U. S. A. 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario ® Written by those who know 


WATERLOO, ONTARIO early teen-agers. 


The only Senior Arts College of the Lutheran Church in Canada. e 
Co-educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree. 

Men’s and Women’s Residences on the Campus. Price 75 cents 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living. 


Specially edited for their use. 


Order from 
For further information apply to: 


Luther League of America 


H. T. Lenmann, B.A., Tu.D., President Philadelohia7am ba 


Christian Training Grounds 


THE HOME—THE CHURCH—THE SCHOOL 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Fully Accredited Coeducational 


A Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the Building 
of Christian Character 


For Additional Information Consult 


HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President MIDLAND COLLEGE 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 62nd Year FREMONT, NEBRASKA 


LEADERS of TODAY 


attended Lutheran colleges. If you desire to be a Leader of Tomorrow 
you will do well to enroll at a Lutheran college. 


These Leaders attended colleges listed below. 
Follow their example. 
MRS. C. W. BAKER 


President, Women’s Missionary Society, 
United Lutheran Church in America 


HAROLD S. DIEHL 
Dean, The Medical School, University of Minnesota 


EDITH EYKAMP 


Missionary to India; 
Decorated by the British Government 


BUTLER B. HARE 
Attornéy and former Congressman 
from South Carolina 


CHARLES M. A. STINE 
Church Leader and Scientist 


LUTHER A. WEIGLE 
Dean, The Divinity School, Yale University 


CHARLES B. ZIMMERMAN 
Judge, The Supreme Court of Ohio 


j———— THESE COLLEGES TRAIN FOR LEADERSHIP 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE, Carthage, Ill. NEWBERRY COLLEGE, Newberry, S. C. 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE, Gettysburg, Pa. ROANOKE COLLEGE, Salem, Va. | 
HARTWICK COLLEGE, Oneonta, N. Y. SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY, Selinsgrove, Pa. | 
LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE, Hickory, N. C. THIEL COLLEGE, Greenville, Pa. | 
MARION COLLEGE, Marion, Va. WAGNER COLLEGE, Staten Island, N. Y. 
MIDLAND COLLEGE, Fremont, Neb. WATERLOO COLLEGE, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE, Allentown, Pa. WITTENBERG COLLEGE, Springfield, O. 

Bee. 
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